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Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners 

Celebrating Education Week at Portarlington Primary School 
  
VIP /Special People / Grandparents Day 
On Friday  the 19th of March we kicked off our Education week celebrations by having our open day. The 
children invited  special people in their lives to come to school, get involved in some classroom learning 
and have lunch together.  Although the weather was quite rainy and cold, this wonderful event delighted 
both the children and adults.  Thanks you our amazing school community and all their VIPS’s that came 
to celebrate the fabulous learning at our school. 
 



 

 

 

Portarlington  Primary …….. 

Celebrating Education Week at Portarlington Primary School 
 

Combining Science and the Arts 

STEM Education is all about Science Technology Engineering and Maths. Sometimes it is known as 
STEAM which includes the Arts area. This week the 3-4 students were involved in learning opportunities 
combining Science and the Arts through a workshop that was supported by the Celtic Festival. 

In preparation for the Festival on the June Long weekend, the 'Lantundra' is the process of changing the 
Portarlington Rotunda into an oversized lantern. This lantern will be used to project images and lighting 
effects to tell the story of Manannan Mac Lir, the sea god protecting the treasure of Portarlington from 
the King and his army of urchins. 

The Celtic workshop for our children was based on the projection of light to create artistic images. The 
science element is light refraction and how different materials will change and determine the way the  
image is projected onto a screen. This was a simplified session of science inquiry and based on the      
Victorian Curriculum Levels 5 and 6, Physical Science: Light from a source forms shadows and can be   
absorbed, reflected and refracted (VCSSU080). and it was simplified for the understanding of our year     
3-4 students. It was a great early experience for future learning. The session allowed students to           
investigate using different materials to create backgrounds and effects in unison with a light source 
(torch). Thank you to Tim O'Hara our amazing creative director and visual arts teacher at our school for 
providing such a rich experience for our children. 
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Celebrating Education Week at Portarlington Primary School 
 

Cyber Safety 

Leading Senior Constable Robbie Noggler  presented to the year 5 and 6 children about 
cyber safety and staying safe online. 

 
 

Tips for Parents 
It is very important that you monitor what your children are doing online. 
Sites such as Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram and Kik are not recommended for primary aged children. Children 
do not have a developed sense of social and emotional control and they do not have the skills to filter what 
they are saying or reading.  
 
Fortunately many parents do have strict guidelines in place for their own children and carefully monitor their 
use (eg-viewing what their children are doing and having access to their passwords).  
 
Remember that snapchat information lasts online for only 24 hours and you may not see what is going on. 
Children think that it disappears but parents who are supervising their own children can screen shot infor-
mation and share it with others. Even if information is deleted it may have been shared or copied or stored in 
other platforms. Online information is forever! 
 
This means that others (including other parents) can see what the children are sharing online. Parents then 
make a judgement about this and decide if this information is what they want their own children to see. This 
can have detrimental effects for your child. Children must not share personal information with others. 
 
If your child is sharing personal information or family issues online it can affect how they are viewed and affect 
their own reputation and the reputation of your family. Children are children and they are learning about their 
world. They make mistakes and their brains are not fully developed. Therefore, it is up to the adults to monitor 
and educate their kids  so that they are kept safe and their reputations are protected. 
 
At Portarlington Primary School we are an E-Smart accredited school. We provide a comprehensive program 
that teaches our children how to be SAFE, RESPONSIBLE, RESPECTFUL and KIND online.  
 
In addition to our normal guidelines for the whole school, we provide guest speakers to teach our senior chil-
dren about online safety. We also provide parent information sessions. Parents/Caregivers are responsible for 
ensuring that they provide a safe learning environment at home.  
 
If you would like any support or further information about how you can set up the right conditions at home to 
protect your children, please contact our school on 5259 2572. We are really happy to be able to help you. 
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Celebrating Student Voice during Education Week at  
Portarlington Primary School 

Our assembly during Education Week was also had a celebration. Last year the 2016 Junior 
School Council organised our annual White Ribbon day and chose to purchase some books 
for the library that focussed  RESPECT. Reading and discussing stories is a great way for     
children to think about different situations and how characters react.  
We would like to thank the children and also Ms. McLaren and Wendy Newton for             
supporting the children to organise our White Ribbon activities and to purchase the books.  
 
School Council Update –April 

Our third school council meeting for the year was held on the 18th of April. It was a brief meeting and no      
reports were tabled since the purpose of this meeting was to approve the 2016 School Annual Report and also 
to continue on with our School Policy approval purpose. We look at all current school policies every 3 years as 
part of the Department Education school review process. Any finance policies are ratified every year. Each 
month the school council addresses some of the policies so that we spread the process across the year.  
The  2016 Annual Report can be found on our website. The following policies were ratified- 
 Maintenance 
 Policy Development 
 Uniform 
 Visitors 
 Yard Supervision  
 
School Council Update –May  
The last school meeting was held on the 16th of May.  
The following topics were covered- 
 The Eating at School brochure was presented and approved. 
 Location of the new fire station– Correspondence was sent to our school from the Fire Brigade and the 

School Council would like to acknowledge the contribution to the community of the Portarlington Fire Bri-
gade. We will inform our school community that any individual support, queries or concerns regarding the 
relocation of the station can be directed to Brigade Captain Darren Nisbet (pending the confirmation of the 
date).  

 The following reports were tabled and ratified- 
1. Principal’s Report—specifically the 2017 department of Education Attitudes to School Survey for students 

in years 4, 5 and 6. This survey now includes year 4 and is completed online.  
2. Out of School Hours Care (Kelly Club) 
3. Finance– the confirmed 2017 budget was tabled and approved.  
4. Healthy Together– specifically addressing dental care for the students this month.  
5. Grounds and Buildings 
6. Market  Report 
The following policies were ratified- 
1. Breakfast Club 
2. Head lice 
3. Health and Human Relations 
4. Healthy eating 
5. Physical Activity 
6. Student Welfare and Wellbeing 
7. Sun Smart 
8. Tobacco Control 
9. Camps, Excursions and Swimming  
10. Cash Handling Policy 
11. Parent Payment Policy 

Our community can make a difference.   If we can 
teach our children, families and our  

community to behave and speak respectfully at 
school, work, in the community and at home, we 

are taking the first step in  
preventing violence in our community. 



 

 

Good Luck 
Wishing our Cross Country representatives all the very best of luck for Tuesday 30th 
of May at the Geelong and District Cross Country event at Eastern Gardens. 
 
 - Kaleb Dhillon 
 - Emie Dowling-Button 
 - Mikyla Burnett 
 - Lara Truong 
 - Chloe Zahl 
 - Evander Scott 

 
Year 5 and 6 Camp  
Our students are off to camp next Wednesday 
for 2 nights and 3 days to Cave Hill Creek. 
Have a great time team!   
 

 
 
 
 

Hand Hygiene and Avoiding Germs 
Families and staff are experiencing increased bouts of illness over the past few weeks. This is a 
timely reminder to discuss the importance of washing your hands after going to the toilet. Hand 
sanitisers are available in all classrooms. 
We also encourage children to cough into their elbows instead of their hands and to use tissues.  
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Portarlington Primary School 
 
Our Purpose 
Portarlington Primary School strives to maximise the 
potential of all students through high academic  
expectations and a supportive school culture.  We 
know that all children can learn and can become 
effective lifelong learners. We foster a strong    
partnership between students, staff, parents and the 
community. We provide a safe, caring and          
dynamic learning environment that supports strong 
interpersonal relationships in a climate of             
collaboration and mutual respect between students, 
staff, families and the wider community.  Our      
relentless focus on learning provides opportunities 

for the optimum progress of all students. We promote a philosophy that supports the development 
of independence, adaptability, cooperation and the creative abilities of all of children which em-
powers them to become resilient, active and harmonious members of our ever changing world. 

 
Our Vision 
Portarlington Primary School is a school community empowering respectful, healthy, independent 
lifelong learners to be global, creative thinkers who will achieve and make a difference in a rapidly 
changing world.  
 
LEARNING is a life-long process that supports us to achieve our full potential. To succeed in the 
future, our students must develop the capacity to learn and adapt, collaborate, innovate and    
problem solve.  
 
First and foremost we recognise parents and families as having the most important and enduring 
impact on the learning, health, wellbeing and safety of their child. This understanding underpins the 
value that we place on developing authentic relationships with parents as partners in our learning 
community We aim to promote high levels of engagement of parents in their child’s learning and 
development. 
 
Our school encourages a strong sense of justice and personal responsibility for each other, the 
community and the environment.  Portarlington Primary School encourages and models the values 
of mutual respect where safe, positive relationships between all members of the school community 
form the basis of our school culture. Honesty is held up as a strong moral belief for all.  There is a 
sense of fairness, kindness and compassion for others.  All members of our school community are 
expected to always do their personal best showing integrity, commitment, persistence and          
excellence in all their interactions with each other.  
 
Linked with our core business of improving the learning outcomes of our students, is our high    
expectation of self-responsibility and self-respect by every member of our school community. 
 

At Portarlington Primary School, we are all Learners and we are all         
Respectful, Responsible, Kind & Safe.  

 



 

 

  
  

           Just A Little Reminder….. 
   
       That the funds you have been raising for Jump Rope for Heart 
needs to be returned to the school office or online by Friday June 2nd. 

 Well done to everyone who is collecting donations!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second hand clothing sale ……. 
 
Winter is almost upon us and we have lots of stock for sale at 
great prices in the second hand uniform shop. If you would like 
to grab some good quality uniforms  at great bargain prices, 
please pop in and see the front office staff  who will happily 
show you to the second hand uniform shop! 
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Child Safety 
 

Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not 
use other doors to enter the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly 
to classrooms at any time without signing in at the office and discussing their needs with 
an office staff member. 

Thank you for your understanding.  

 

CAMPS , SPORTS, EXCURSION FUND 
 

CSEF applications for 2017 open from term one 2017.  
 

Parents or legal guardians are required to submit a CSEF application form to 
their child's school. Please collect from school office. 

 
To be eligible you must have a Centrelink Health Care Card or be a Pensioner 

Concession Card holder. 
 

$125.00 for each child. 
 

Applications close 30th June for 2017. 
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Eggs and Egg Products are Now Permitted at Portarlington 
Primary School. 

 
For the past 7 years, we have had children enrolled who 
have suffered life threatening and severe anaphylactic  
reactions to eggs and items containing egg products. 
These children have now left our school. 
According to our current records, we do not have any 
children listed with anaphylactic reactions to eggs or egg 
products.  If any parents have children with anaphylactic 
reactions to eggs or egg products or  anything else, a 
management plan from a doctor is required (as with 
asthma or any other anaphylactic reactions to food  
products, bee stings, stone fruit, shell fish etc) and the 
school must be informed so that the appropriate  
policies, guidelines and education processes can be put 
into place. 
 
Foods containing Peanuts and Cashews are still NOT 
PERMITTED at our school because we have children 
with life threatening and severe anaphylactic           
reactions to these nuts.  
Thank you for your understanding with this matter and 
for respecting the safety of our children.  
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Car Parking –Pick Up and Drop Off 
 
It is a really exciting time for our school with our new building rising out from the ground. With increased cars 
and deliveries, car parking can become difficult. Families are reminded that for our CHILDREN'S SAFETY it is 
illegal to park next to the school crossings in Newcombe and Fisher Streets. Cars parked too close to the  
crossings reduces visibility and puts children at risk. Thank you to everyone who is helping us out to keep the 
students safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Help Line-1800 55 1800 
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STUDENT AWARDS 
 

Principal’s Weekly Award 
 
Eve Righetti…..Persisting on completing her persuasive text after being 
away. 
 
Will English…..Persisting with his reading and moving up 4 levels since 
last year. 
 
Ty Jakupek…..Working hard to learn more than 35 OWL words 
 
Mia Russell…..Always following the school values and being a role 
model for other. 
 
Flynn Buchanan…..Accurately explaining his experiment using scien-
tific vocabulary. 
 
Millie Russell…..Contributing confidently during whole class              
discussions. 
 
Kobe Walsh…..Working with persistence in writing reaching a personal 
best! Well done Kobe!! 
 
Nathan Robinson…..Being an optimistic learner who encourages the 
whole class to be happy all of the time. 
 
Avah Lewis…..Presenting her maths graphs neatly and explaining her 
strategies for reading them. 
 
Pheobe Zahl…..Staring her persuasive in a positive and exciting way 
whilst comparing it to her criterion scale.  
 
Principals Award 
 
Archie Hearn…..for making sure everyone is involved in class activities. 
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Enter at the Office only-  

Reminders have been sent to all parents about the use of the front office doors to en-
ter the building. To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use 
other doors to enter the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to 
classrooms at any time without signing in at the office and discussing their needs with 
an office staff member. 

Thank you for your understanding. 



 

 

 

 
 

..learning & learning & learning  

Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun! 
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of  
September  until the 1st of May each year. 

May 
 
May 30th   Division Cross Country – 

  Geelong (selected students) 
31st May-2nd Jun    SLC Camp—Cave Hill Creek 
 
JUNE 
2nd June                Jump Rope for Heart Funds to  
                                 Be returned to school. 
5th June                School Assembly 2.45pm 
8th June                 Prep Excursion Kinder Visit - 
                                 Mrs Primmer  Class 
9th June                Prep Excursion Kinder Visit - 
                                   Mrs KT Class 
9th June  Celtic Festival 
12th June  Queen’s Birthday -NO SCHOOL 
14th—16th June MLC Camp Sovereign Hill 
29th   Prep –2 RACV Street scene        

  safety program 
30th June  Last Day of Term 2—2.30pm 
 
 

July 
17th July   Curriculum Day-NO SCHOOL 
18th July  Term 3 Starts 
25th July  3 Way Conferences 
 
August 
1st August  ES Month begins 
4th August  Principal’s Day 
14th—19th Aug    Book Fair  
16th—18th Aug   Bio Lab Incursion  
22nd August Athletics– Landy Field 
25th August Book Week Parade 
29th August School Concert  TBC 
 
September 
22nd Sept  Footy Dress Up Day 
   Last day of Term 3  -  2.30pm 
October 
9th October Start of Term 4 
18th October Inter-School Soccer  
20th October Buddies Excursion 
25th October Geelong Cup—Public Holiday 
                                   -NO SCHOOL 
27th October Pink Day  
30th October Teacher’s Day 
 
November 
11th November Remembrance Day 
14th—16th  Life Ed Van 
21st November Kinder Transition 
24th November White Ribbon Day 
   Year 2 Sleep over 
28th November Volunteers Morning Tea 
   Kinder Transition 
 
December 
1st December Carols—Parks Hall   P-2 
5th December Orientation 
    Day Whole School Transition 
6th—15th Dec  Swimming 
20th December Final Assembly– 12 noon 
   Year 6 Graduation 
21st December Swimming Carnival 3 –6 
22nd December Last day of School  -  1.30pm 
 

2017 School Calendar 
Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 



 

 

Emergency Management–  

We practise our emergency management plan every term. These procedures  
include on and off site evacuations and lock downs. To report any emergency please 
dial 000 

* * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shut The Gates Please 
Could everyone leaving / arriving the school throughout the day please close the 

gates.  
* * * * * * * * *  

NO SMOKING 
Thank you for role modelling healthy behaviours. We have a NO SMOKING    policy.  
This includes - 

NO SMOKING on footpaths around the school or 
while you are picking up or  
dropping off children. You must go over the road. 
NO SMOKING in cars parked around our school at 
any time.  
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..learning & learning & learning  

Tips for parents! 

Making small changes can make a big difference to your family's health. 

Children are excellent imitators and copy what they see around them. It's important to be a 
positive role model and teach your children about healthy living through your own food 
and activity choices. 

Be careful about giving food as a reward or as a display of love. 
Limit 'screen-time' to less than two hours a day. 
Include plenty of fruit and vegetables in meals and snacks. 
Offer water if your child is hungry between meals. Children often think they're hungry when 

they're actually thirsty. 
Let your child help choose and prepare healthy meals and snacks. 
Encourage your child to eat slowly and recognise when they are full. It's OK for them to leave 

food on their plate. 

Bean balls 
 
Prep: 15 mins  
Cook: 15 mins  
Serves: 12  
The sweetness of the peas and carrots makes this a tasty and vegie-packed version of felafel.  

Ingredients 
400 g can no-added-salt chickpeas, drained  
1/2 cup frozen peas, defrosted  
1/2 cup carrot, sweet potato or pumpkin, grated  
1/2 onion, finely chopped  
1 clove garlic, finely chopped  
3 tbs wholemeal plain flour  
1 tbs sweet chilli sauce  
1 tsp ground cumin, optional  
1 tsp ground coriander, optional  
1 tbs canola oil  

. 
“Live lighter for Families”       Healthy Child Guidelines 
 
Live lighter is a public health education campaign delivered by the Cancer Council Victoria 
and Heart Foundation. Live lighter encourages Victorians to lead healthier lives by chang-
ing what they eat and drink and being more active. For more healthy tips, recipes, tools and 
resources, visit www.livelighter.com.au or follow Live Lighter on Facebook. 
Parents often get conflicting advice from different people and sources making it hard to 
know who to listen to and what to believe. 

The government has set some practical guidelines so you can know exactly what your chil-
dren should be eating and how much activity they should be doing to be and stay healthy. 

How much food should my child be eating? 

The table below shows how many serves of each food group children should be eating every 
day.  

http://www.livelighter.com.au
http://www.eatforhealth.gov.au/eating-well/healthy-eating-throughout-all-life/healthy-eating-infants-children-and-teenagers


 

 

Method 
Mash the chickpeas and peas together in a large bowl with a fork or potato masher. 
With your hands, squeeze as much moisture as you can out of the grated vegetables and add them the 

bowl. 
Add all the other ingredients (except the oil) and mix well. 
Take a big spoonful of the mixture and roll into a ball with your hands. Flatten the ball and place on a plate. 

Repeat with the rest of the mixture. 
Heat half the oil in a large, non-stick frying pan. Add about half the balls, being careful not to overcrowd the 

pan. Cook for 2-3 minutes, until golden brown, then flip over and cook for another 2-3 minutes. Place 
them on paper towel while you cook the rest of the balls. 

Note: If you have a food processor or stick blender with a bowl attachment, add all the ingredients (except 
the oil) to the food processor and blitz till you get a chunky but sticky texture. Then continue from step 4.  

 
Variation: Grated zucchini or finely chopped capsicum and broccoli would also work well in this dish
- just use up whatever vegetables you have.  
Serving Suggestion:  Use in a sandwich or wrap with salad and sweet chill i sauce.  
Comment: Storage: Individually wrap in cling wrap and freeze for up to 3 months and place in lunch-
boxes still frozen. They will be defrosted by recess time.  

*************************************************************************** 

Prep Excursion Kinder Visit 
 

 Every year our prep children visit the local Portarlington Kinder for an hour of fun and                              
relationship building.  
 
We enjoy playing in the beautiful kinder playground, sharing stories and singing songs 
with our kinder teachers and kinder friends.  
 

 
Prep Excursion Kinder Visit                 
Mrs Primmer’s Class  
Thursday, June 8th 2017 
 
Mrs Kayler-Thomson’s Class 
Friday, June 9th 2017                           

 

 

 
This is a wonderful experience for our prep students. We 
take great pride in being the 'big kids' and understand that our friendship and leadership 
will support our new school starters as they begin the transition from kinder to school. 
 

This is a local excursion for our prep children.  Please visit Compass to give permission 
for your child to join in the fun!  
Kind regards,  
Mrs Andrea Kayler-Thomson and Mrs Michelle Primmer 
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Reminder-Student Supervision 
 

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.40—9am, 11-11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  
3.15-3.30pm.  
Children arriving at school before 8.40am must be booked into the  
before school care program  Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.  
 

Yard Supervision 
 

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 
staff room during break times.  Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the 
 library. 

Walk to School Wednesday 
Great to see so many active travellers  
already! Leave your car at one of the 
markers—front of ARCARE (Wiffen Park, 
or two in Newcombe St) and walk, ride, 
scoot or skate with the children from 
there.  
 

Nude Food Lunch Boxes 

Bring lunch and snacks that are  

not dressed in any packaging  

 and food that is wearing less  

sugar, salt and fat.  

 
Washing Roster  
First Aid Room 
2nd June Melinda Austin 
9th June Mel Singleton 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Portarlington Primary School  is excited to 
be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read 
a set number of books by 8 September 2017. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your 
child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
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