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Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners 

Celebrating NAIDOC Week  

...Because of her we can….AT 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL  
celebrated NAIDOC Week with many     

activities across the school.   

The children in the Foundation Learning 
Community enjoyed exploring the           

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and understanding the meaning behind the     
symbols and colours. 
The Junior LC created a ‘sea of hand’ inspired by Indigenous art. The Middle LC were also   
involved in painting and have taken their masterpieces home to share with their families. The 
Senior LC worked collaboratively to create circular dot paint paintings using mixed media. 
They also were involved in a virtual visit to the National Portrait Gallery where they viewed art 
work depicting Indigenous women. The students then created their own portraits surrounded 
by inspiring words to describe each woman.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia 
each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander  people. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous 
communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. It is a great opportunity 
to participate in a range of activities and to support our local Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. NAIDOC originally stood for 
‘National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance         
Committee. 

School Calendar of Events 2018 -See Page 4 

Curriculum Day– Monday 20th August-No School 
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JLC PANCAKE FRACTIONS– part and whole! 
Learning about  fractions! 
What is a fraction? Children learn about fractions from the time that they are very young. Cutting an apple in half, 
sharing lollies or biscuits with a friend, telling the time-1/2 past 7 and using recipes to cook. The whole purpose 
of understanding fractions is to be able to understand and apply them in real world situations. I’m sure there are 
no adults that sit down and do pages of maths about fractions. There are however, many of us who use and apply 
fractions in everyday life and as part of our jobs.  
In schools, fractions form a critical component of our numeracy program at every year level. Learning occurs at 
our school at a child’s point of need. We have students discovering and learning about fractions from our 5 year 
olds to our 12 year olds. Some of our students are working at secondary school level.  
Junior Learning Community-Year 1 and 2 
The skills in fractions of our students range widely with some students consolidating skills and knowledge at a 
very basic level through some students operating at Year 3 level. Recently the juniors were involved in making 
pancakes. The recipe involved fractional amounts and so did cutting up the pancakes. They discussed how many 
parts can make a whole and discovered that some fractions are equivalent (2 quarters—1 half).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hands on learning, purposeful learning and       re-
flective learning are alive and well at Portarlington 
Primary School.  

 
How many parts make up 
the whole? 

 
         



 

 

SLC SUSPENSION BRIDGE FRACTIONS 

All the children focus on fractions every year.  In the SLC the 

children, worked together with 60cm pieces of coloured 

streamer. They cut, labelled and ordered the streamers. Some 

student groups ordered their fractional lengths from highest to 

lowest and some completed the activity from lowest to highest. 

When joined together the presentations represented the        

formation of a suspension bridge.  

The children used mathematical vocabulary whilst modelling, 

comparing and representing commonly used fractions. They had to represent parts 

of a whole, ask questions, investigate and problem solve.   

 

 

Frequently asked questions 

Why is my child idoing the same ‘work’ as last 

year?  

Answer– They are not doing the same work. They are learning the same concept each year at a more complex 

level.  

Why is my Year 3 child doing the same ‘work’ as my Year 4 child? 

Answer– They are not doing the same work. They are doing the same activity. They are doing different thinking, 

problem solving and questioning. Each child is working at their point of need.  

Our approach to numeracy is purposeful and involves thinking, questioning and action.  Children are involved in 

Rich Tasks that are DIFFERENTIATED to suit the needs of the learners. Sometimes we can implement the same 

learning activity with children from Foundation right  through to Year 8 level. The learning task can cater for the 

differing entry points of our students. Sometimes we change the complexity of the numbers such as using only 

the numbers from 1 to 10 or 1 to 100. Older children may have to use numbers in the tens of thousands or                   

decimal numbers .   
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REMINDERS-2018 School Calendar 

Please check the calendar regularly 
as some events are subject to 

change. 

2018 (further dates will be added as they come to hand) 
 
Term 3 
30 /7-1/8 SLC Camp to Phillip Island 
1st Aug  100 days of School celebration for the  
  Foundation children 
7th Aug  Division Athletics Carnival 4/5/6 
13th Aug SCIENCE WEEK Starts 
14th Aug ROBOTICS state championships-Melbourne  Uni-

versity 
15th Aug Family Science Night  
20th Aug  Curriculum Day (no school)  
23rd Aug     BOOK WEEK-Book Week Parade 
27th Aug Digital Tattoo (online safety)  
  Parent Information Session:-6-7.30pm 
11th Sep District Athletics 
21st Sep Footy Dress Up Day 
  Last Day of term at 2.30pm 
Term 4  
16th Oct State Athletics Carnival (qualifiers only) 
19th Oct Buddies Excursion (Foundation and Year 5  
  students) 
24th Oct  Geelong Cup Day (no school) 
6th Nov  Division Soccer SLC at Portarlington 
2nd Nov Pink Day 
12th Nov Curriculum Day (no school) 
23rd Nov White Ribbon Day- Say NO to family violence! 
27th Nov Kinder Transition 
30th Nov Year 2 Sleepover 
3rd Dec  School Swimming Program 
4th Dec  Kinder Transition 
11th Dec Whole School Transition-Yr 7 Orientation Day. 
13th Dec School Christmas Concert-Picnic Tea 5pm 
18th Dec Last day of formal class instruction 
19th Dec Final Assembly 
  Year 6 Graduation 
21st Dec Last Day of Term at 1.30pm 
  
2019 Term 1 
29th Jan Staff commence at school 
30th Jan Year 1 to 6 start school 
30th Jan– 8th Feb—Foundation student assessments 
(appointment times for individual children will be provided)  
11th Feb Foundation students start school. 

PARENT  
INFORMATION  

SESSION 
 

Support your  
children to  

navigate the online 
world safely. 

 

CYBER-SAFETY 
What goes 

wrong for kids 
and how to 

avoid it! 
 

27th of August  
6-7.30pm 

 
FREE CHILD 

CARE  
 
 



 

 

Student Writers 

A focus for our school is on improving the writing skills of our children. 

This doesn't just mean handwriting but also spelling, grammar,       

structures and purposes of different text types. Another important 

part of writing is for our children to think of themselves as writers and 

authors. Great writers use a range of literary devices such as            

metaphors. They make careful choices with the words they use          

depending of the audience and purpose for the writing.  

Foundation Learning Community-Our little writers! 

The foundation children recently had to write a response about a       

picture that they had looked at and discussed. Cameron wrote this 

piece all by himself. He also was very proud to read his descriptive 

writing out to everyone at assembly this week. Well done Cameron!  

 School Strategic Plan 2018-2021 (SSP)- High Levels of Learning for All 

Last year, we had our school review which was very positive for               

everyone involved. Our independent reviewers worked with focus 

groups including the children, staff, school council and parents to build a picture of our achievements since our 

last review in 2014 and also to understand the needs and vision for the school for the next four years. 

A School’s Strategic Plan is developed from this information. Our new SSP was endorsed by the School Council on 

the 19th of June 2018. 

Our Vision—Portarlington Primary School is a school community empowering respectful, healthy, independent 

lifelong learners to be global, creative thinkers who will achieve and make a difference in a rapidly changing 

world.  

Our School Goals-  

1. Improve the learning growth and achievement of every student in literacy and numeracy– Implement High 

Impact Teaching Strategies and continually update the skills and knowledge of staff to differentiate learning to 

challenge and ensure progress for every student.  

2. Develop leadership that is shared and distributed– Leadership in learning that is shared by staff and students 

empowers student and adult learners to be motivated and engaged in their learning and to take responsibility for 

their learning. A Professional Learning Community framework is at the heart of our school improvement agenda.  

3. Enhance the engagement and wellbeing of all students in the school- Develop a whole school program to 
support the wellbeing of our students that includes developing a strong cul-
ture of respect, resilience and a growth mindset. The Respectful Relation-
ships and Positive Behaviour frameworks are a focus. Reducing absence rates 
are critical to improving the wellbeing and engagement of all students. 

The copy of our Strategic Plan can be viewed on our website. SCROLL down 
on the School Council section of the website where you will find a link to the 
School Strategic Plan 2018-2021 

http://www.portps.vic.edu.au/page/170/School-Council 
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School Council Update –June 19th 2018 
1. Child Safety Standards–  
- The new Child safety Risk Assessment was uploaded to our website and to COMPASS. Families were notified with an SMS 
and in the May newsletter.  
- Recent staff appointments to the school have been employed under the Child Safety standards and legislation (following 
the Suitability for Employment process).  
This is to ensure that our children are safe and for our school to comply with the child safety standards and legislation. 
2.       The New School Strategic Plan 2018-2021 was endorsed.  
3.        School Crossing review– The 2018 School Crossing 
Review document is being finalised ready for presentation 
to the associated authorities.  
The following reports were tabled and approved- 
1. Principal 
2. Kelly Club 
3. Finance 
4. Healthy Together 
5. Grounds and Buildings 
6. Market 
School Council Update –July 19th 2018 
Extra Ordinary Meeting of Council  
Items discussed- 
 Winter Break for the Market-July, August,              

September 
 Demands of the market on the current small band of 

volunteer parents and staff.  
 Alternative Management arrangements. 
 Communication to stall holders, school community and other community groups.  
Everyone was notified last week of the above discussion items.  
 

Thank You to Our Market Volunteers—$41,900.00  in 3.5 years! 
Despite repeated, unsuccessful calls for additional help from school families, our small tribe of amazing parents and staff 

have continued to run our monthly market. Thank you to Mel Singleton (parent/staff member), Lisa Gale 
(school Business Manager), Justine Devonport (parent), Russell Parry (parent), Ray Brown 
(parent), Amanda O’Farrell (parent) and Tess-Carr Howard (parent) for all their commitment to our           

market.  
Mel Singleton became the coordinator of our market three and a half years ago. Since then she has put all her management 
skills into place to ensure that our market has run smoothly and effectively. Mel has led the market team and the stall   
holders to support the procedures and guidelines of our market so that the vision of a true community centred event has 
strengthened over this time.  
Mel’s steadfast ability to understand how systems work to ensure a successful and profitable market has been truly valued 
by our school. Your attention to detail and your highly developed communication skills have meant that not only has Mel 
developed wonderful, trusted relationships with the other school volunteers and the stallholders but she has also raised 
$41,900.00 for our school.  
This additional money for our school has contributed to:- 

 ensuring our parent payments for school supplies are kept to a low rate 

 funding our ICT program including additional purchases of laptops, iPads and Apple TV systems 

 the installation of an amazing new play equipment space later this year 

 
None of this would have been possible without the hard work and dedication of our Market Team.  



 

 

STUDENTS AWARDS….. 

 

Tom Swain...Showing pride in hi writing in the style of Dr Seuss 

Mitchell Smith...Showing persistence and confidence in showing his skills in Maths 

Addison Cambridge...Working really hard to improve her writing 

Paddy O’Meara...Being kind and helpful to our new students 

Justin McMahon...Persisting with his writing even when he came across challenges. A great start to his time at 

Port PS! 

Locky Warby...Producing some excellent writing this week in our study of Dr Seuss 

Frankie Brain...Using text clues and what she knows to think about characters feelings 

Jacob Yule...Using Aboriginal words and phrases in his writing during NAIDOC week 

Max White...Always being  ready for learning  

Josh Holmes-Wilkie...For always showing kindness to all his peers 

Raynier Wicks...Creating an excellent narrative in the style of Aaron Blabey 

Freya Oldfield...Using the structure of Dr bSeuss to create an imaginative writing piece 

Ruby Ozols..Improving your reading behaviour and reading your take home books. Fantastic! 

Cooper Bray...Confidently sharing his writing to his peers. Great start! 

Jack McLeod...Practising his letters formation 

Archie Bowers...Working hard to complete his narrative 

Oliver Seamer...Making a fantastic start to his new school! 

Mia Soall...Continually completing her own reading at home 

Poppy Brooks...Being responsible for and consistent with home reading.. you’re a great role model! 

Ziggy Bullock...Continually being supportive and trying his best! Great job Ziggy! 

Korie Hester...Continually doing his home reading. Good Job! 

Phoebe Zahl...Confidently applying her inference skills every day in reading 
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Parent Survey 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO 
TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
 

Our school is conducting a     
survey to find out what            
parents think of our school. 
The Parent Opinion Survey is 
an annual survey offered by 
the Department of Education 
and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in 
gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behavior and student engagement. 
Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement          
strategies.  
 
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the sur-
vey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 23rd July to Sunday 26th 
August. 
 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any             

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones.  

The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of September. 

Please telephone our friendly office staff on 52592572 if you would like more information. 

    

Hats return on the 1st of  
September until May the 1st, 2019. 

 
Child Safety Standards 
Enter at the Office only 

To maximise safety we request that     parents and 
visitors do not use other doors to enter the school. 
Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly 
to classrooms at any time without signing in at the 
office and discussing their needs with an office staff 
member.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

Child Safety Policy –http://www.portps.vic.edu.au/
page/185/Child-Safety 
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ATTENDANCE AWARDS FOR TERM 2 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students on achieving 96% and 
above for their attendance during Term 2.  

 
FL1—PRIMMER: Harry Dowling-Button, Edie Elliott, Paddy O’Meara, Elvis Brain,                              
Hunter Moorhouse, Grace Murphy, Patrick Stone. 
 
FL2 –FALLA: Havanna Sykes, Aarjay Allan, Sadie Robertson 
 
JL1– BANNAM: Chelsea Arjana, Aiden King, Frankie Brain, Abigail Jolly, Emily Sinfield,                 
Ayla  Winspear, Jacob Yule, Jack Kent, Kobe Walsh 
 
JL2 - O’BRIEN: Benjamin Waller, Emily Zuidema, Caleb King, Alex Brown, Gracie Brooks,         
Chloee Allan, Jackson Deluca, Tomi Madigan, Joshua Cardamone, Misha Wilson, Heath Davie, 
Oscar Pavez 
 
JL3-MEANEY: Sasha Field, Grace Austin, Jak Dowling Button, West Ansell, Eellee Allan,            
Liam Marshall, Alli  Winspear, Luca Robertson, Jack McLeod, Annabelle Debono 
 
ML1-GREENWOOD: Emily Dunn, James Barrios, Pagen Austin, Victoria Murphy, Olivia Davie,    
Ebony McGrath, Jordan Nash, Finn O’Meara, Flynn Wilkie, Korie Hester, Xavier Pavez,                 
Brianna Moroney 
 
ML2-McLAREN: Aedan Field, Enie Dowling-Button, Sierra Polwarth-Schuster, Phoebe Zahl,       
Ruby Bolton, Leah Bowlen, Jasmine Smith, Flora Briggs 
 
ML3-CAMPBELL: Levi Lacey, Emma Ballard, Zoe Velic, Lincoln Noy, Mitchell Waller, Ellison Jolly, 
Max Singleton, Willow Pentney, Mia Soall 
 
SL1-SGARBI: Chloe Zahl, Lilija Polwarth-Schuster, Emma Van Dorssen, Adrian Barrios,                 
Savannah Taylor 
 
SL2-NELSON: Matilda Brooks, Alex Barrios, Mea Allan, Blake Davie, Clair Cataldo, Raynier Wicks  
 
SL3-HESTER: Keely Dowie, Daniel Mels, Mitchell Smith, James Thomas, Oliver Wilkie,  

 

 

 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY…….. 



 

 

 

2018 TERM DATES 
2018– School Procedures & Operations 
There have been lots of changes to our school operations and procedures for 2018 due to the changes in the 
school facilities and the changes to the school yard.  
 
We will endeavour  to keep families as up to date as possible with any further changes to our procedures as the 
school site continues to change.   
2018 School Starting Time 

Our school grounds are supervised from 8.30am each day. This will support many of our parents and caregivers 
who have work or appointments first thing in the morning. 

 
Classes start at 8.50am and children will be required to be on time each day. 

 
Students arriving after 
9am will need to enter 
through the Front en-
trance of the school. 

Period Start Finish Length 

Term 1 Tuesday, January 30 2018 Thursday, 29 March 2018 9 weeks 

School Holidays Friday, 30 March 2018 Sunday, 15 April 2018   

Term 2 Monday, 16 April 2018 Friday, 29 June 2018 11 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 30 June 2018 Sunday, 15 July 2018   

Term 3 Monday, 16 July 2018 Friday, 21 September 2018 10 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 22 September 2018 Sunday, 7 October 2018   

Term 4 Monday, 8 October 2018 Friday, 21 December 2018 11 weeks 

2018/2019 Summer School 
Holidays 

Saturday, 22 December 2018 Tuesday, 29 January 2019   

7.15am   Kelly Club-Before School Care 

8.30am Drop off Yard Supervision by a Teacher 
Breakfast Club on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday 

8.50am Classes Start 
Session 1 

  

10am Session 2   

11am Eat/Play   

11.30am Session 3   

12.30pm Session 4   

1.30pm Eat/Play   

2.15pm Session 5   

3.15pm Classes End Kelly Club-After School Care 
Yard Supervision by a Teacher until 
3.30pm 

3.30pm   Yard Supervision ends 

6pm   Kelly Club-After School Care finishes 
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All volunteers at the school work within our Child Safety Guidelines and 
the Victorian Law. They all have Working With Children Checks. 

Yard Supervision Every day 
Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 
staff room during break times. Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the hall. 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY ……. 

Extreme Weather 
At school we can experience days of extreme weather—this could be rain, wind or heat. We have     
guidelines and procedures for extreme weather conditions which  
include ensuring the children are inside so that they are safe. 
  
Depending on the weather, we may implement one or more of the following  
processes according to the conditions- 
 Seek shade or cover 
 Wear hats/coats/scarves  
 Drink plenty of water 
 Open the school hall  
 Direct children to passive play in the hall. 
 Instruct staff and students to remain in classrooms for break times 
 Provide sunscreen 
 Encourage parents to apply sunscreen and provide water bottles for their  
 children 

 
There is an urban myth that schools send children home when the  
thermometer hits a certain temperature-this is not the case and normal school hours apply.  

Kids or Animals in Cars 
Melbourne and greater Victoria will experience extremely high temperatures for the back to 
school period. 
Parents and/or guardians are reminded that on hot days it is important never to leave  
children or pets alone in a car. 
Temperatures inside a parked car during summer can be around 20 to 30 degrees hotter than the 
outside temperature. 
Leaving children or pets in hot cars, even for a moment, can result in serious injury or death. 
Young children’s smaller body size and underdeveloped nervous system places them at a much 
greater risk of life-threatening heatstroke, dehydration and other serious health risks. 
If a parent or guardian is travelling with a child, never leave them alone in a parked car, not even 
for one moment. 

Reminder-Student Supervision 
Staff supervise the school yard between 8.30am—8.50am, 11.10 -11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  
3.15-3.30pm.  
 
Children arriving at school before 8.30am must be accompanied by an parent/carer or 
booked into the before school care program   (Kelly Club) as no supervision is provided by 
the school before this time.  
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Information and Reminders 

Communication to Parents 
Portarlington Primary uses electronic systems of communication as the main form of communication. The 
online system at our school is called COMPASS- https://portps-vic.compass.education/ 
 
Our friendly office staff can help you with any login issues or show you how to use COMPASS. 
1. COMPASS- attendance, student assessment and reporting, consent/permission and payments for school 
activities, bookings for parent information sessions (including the February and July parent/teacher/child    
interviews). 
2. Newsletters are produced every fortnight. They can be accessed via COMPASS and on our school website 
-www.portps.vic.edu.au 
On our website you will also find the web link to COMPASS. The whole school calendar is on page 2 of the 
newsletter. 
 3. Social Media – for school updates and information (facebook). Please contact the school if you have any 
questions as we only use facebook to share information and to celebrate events.  
 4. SMS messaging system– important information is sent to parents via a text messaging service. Please do 
not respond to any requests sent out through the SMS service. Do not reply using texts as the school does not 
receive reply messages. 
 5. Student Diaries and phone calls are also used to communicate to parents. 
 6. Staff are also available for meetings with parents. We want to make sure that we provide you with our 
full attention so please phone the office to make a suitable time for an appointment.  
Staff have their professional meetings everyday between 3.30 and 4.30pm. Staff are preparing for student 
learning, attending briefings or yard duty from 8.30am.  
7. Interviews - Parent, Teacher, student conferences (interviews) are held in February and July. Student      
Support Group meetings are held regularly for some children. 
8. Hard copy information-Some hard copy information is distributed such as year level newsletters, health safety        
notices, for example. 

Health and Safety 

No Smoking with in 4 me-

tres of our school boundary . 

Speed Limit– There is a 40k speed limit in 
designated areas during school times. The 
main street is always 40km per hour 

Consent and Permission 
 
Please ensure that you are providing consent for 
your children to attend events and         excursions. 
 
It is a legal requirement of all schools to ensure 
parent/guardians provide informed consent to at-
tend extra-curricular activities such as sports, excur-
sions, visiting performers etc. Children do not attend 
if there is no permission provided prior to the event.  
Communication is sent to parents via  
COMPASS and SMS messages are followed up prior.  
 
It is distressing for the children (tears) and the staff  
when children are not able to attend because parent 
permission has not been received.  
If you have any queries at all, please contact our 
friendly office staff who can help you with any event 
information on 52592572 

https://portps-vic.compass.education/


 

 

N O  S M O K I N G  i s  p e r m i t t e d  

o n  t h e  s c h o o l s ’  g r o u n d s  o r  

w i t h i n  4  m e t r e s  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  b o u n d a r y.   

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  n o  s mo kin g  in  

c a r s  p a r k e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  

s c h o o l .   

Cough, Colds and Lots of Germs 

Teaching children how to blow their nose, cough into their elbow and wash their hands is 

important at school. It is also important to teach this at home to prevent the spread of 

germs. We also have hand sanitiser available in the classrooms and other areas of the 

school. For a great little video visit :- 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/soapy-hero 
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Keeping Your Children Safe– School Policy and  

Guidelines-  http://www.portps.vic.edu.au/page/185/Child-
Safety 

http://www.portps.vic.edu.au/page/185/Child-Safety
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Breakfast Club 2018 
WHEN:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday every week 
8.25 am until 8.45am 
WHERE: In the Jill Graham Hall, Portarlington PS 
WHO can enjoy some food?  Any early bird students 
What’s on the menu?  Fresh fruit, toast, cereal, muesli, yoghurt, cheese/baked 
beans toasties, smoothies, pancakes, tinned fruit. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who are giving their time and talent to make a             

nutritious breakfast for our children. 
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NO PEANUTS OR CASHEWS-
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Please remember that we are a PEANUT 
and CASHEW free school which means 
that we cannot have any of these on our 
school site. 
We have students in our school who are 
anaphylactic to these nuts meaning that 
it’s a matter of life or death when these 
students come into contact with these 

 Each fortnight 
 Even weeks 
 2.45-3.15pm 
 In the Hall 
However there are times when assembly 
needs to be cancelled or even extended. 
When this occurs, families will be informed. 
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY IS SUPPORTING THE TOUCAN APPEAL 
ALL DONATIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE OFFICE. 
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