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Student Voice, Agency and Leadership
To strengthen the engagement of our children, we have a focus on developing student voice, agency and
leadership at our school. The students have always had a voice in such areas as making choices around our
special events and student fund raising, selecting our school leaders—House Captains, School Captains and
Junior School Councillors and in curriculum with choices such as projects.
We have increased the opportunities this year to include:



Foundation to Year 2 leadership at assembly– by changing the format of our assembly, we have
increased the number of students presenting their learning and also leading parts of our assembly.



F-2 sporting opportunities– cross country and athletics have been coordinated for our younger students.
Younger students shadowed the house captains during the recent
athletics event.



Curriculum–



The SLC teaching team have invited a focus group of students to their
planning sessions so the students can have input into the writing
program.



The JLC team sought student voice for their museum project planning.
Each child was able to decide on their own presentation.



School Concert– the students selected the story line for the concert and
are able to have input into the choreography, props and costuming.

An article about learning will uploaded to Compass on Monday for parents
who are interested in reading more about Student Voice, Agency and
Leadership. If you have any feedback about the
article you can email us your thoughts at
portarlington.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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Our Education Support Staff - Our Super Heroes
At Portarlington Primary School, our ES staff are very valued. Throughout August every year though we celebrate ES
month.
Our ES team make a difference to our children every day to support them with their learning. Supporting learning
includes not just the skills to across many curriculum areas such as reading, writing, maths and many other subjects but it
also includes ensuring that learning environment is in peak condition, ensuring that resources and staff are available,
supporting parents, personal care of some students, administration of medication and assisting teachers in the
classroom. Other important assets of our ES staff are the ability to listen, be caring and problem solve.
We have 12 ES staff who have roles and responsibilities across many varied areas.
Our ES Team includes: Brendan Beattie (ICT Technician), Margaret Browne (Wellbeing), Lisa Gale (Business Manager),
Mary Minogue-Bolton (Classroom), Wendy Newton (Classroom and Library), Bec Pavez (Classroom and Wellbeing), Frank
Pavez (Classroom), Jo Pepyat (Classroom), Karren Sheard (Classroom), Neil Sheard (Grounds and Maintenance), Mel
Singleton (Office Administration) and Fiona Thomas (Cleaning).
We held a special morning tea and the children all wrote personal messages to our ES team to show our appreciation and
gratitude. We are truly blessed to have such committed ES staff.

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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REMINDERS-2019 School Calendar

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change.
Child Safety Standards
Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use other doors to enter
the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to classrooms at any time without signing in at the
office and discussing their needs with an office staff member. Thank you for your understanding.

2019 (further dates will be added as they come to hand)
2019 Term 3
26th Aug Parent Education Session -Reading
12.30pm
29th Aug Father’s Day stall
30th Aug Parent Classroom Helpers Session 9-11am
2nd Sep
Kinder Transition 9-10am
rd
3 Sep
Parent education Sessions: Wise Child
1-3pm, 6-8pm
th
6 Sep
MLC Science Incursion – Forces In Action
Parent Classroom Helpers Session 9-11am
9th Sep
Kinder Transition 9-10am
th
13 Sep Parent Classroom Helpers Session 9-11am
10th Sep Division Athletics- Qualifiers only
20th Sep Footy Colours Dress Up day
Last Day of Term 3– 2.30pm finish
2019 Term 4
7th Oct
Walk, Scoot, Ride to school October
Promo begins
18th Oct Buddies excursion- TBC (Year F & Year 5)
22nd Oct
23rd Oct
1st Nov

5th Nov
6/7 Nov
11th Nov
19th Nov
21st Nov
22nd Nov
26th Nov
29th Nov
2-6th Dec
10th Dec

11th Dec
17th Dec
18th Dec

SCHOOL CONCERT
GEELONG CUP HOLIDAY—NO SCHOOL
Pink day
Walk, Scoot, Ride to school October
Promo ends
Melbourne Cup
Dental Screenings
Remembrance Day
School Council
SLC Blue Light Disco - TBC
White Ribbon Day - Zero Tolerance of
Family Violence
Volunteers Morning Tea –11am
Year 2 sleepover -BIG NIGHT IN
Swimming
Year 6-7 Transition (govt schools)
2020 Port PS school transition day
School Council
Year 6-7 Transition (govt schools)
Last Day of final instruction
Final Assembly 11.45am
Year 6 Graduation –6pm

2020 DATES
(further dates will be added as the
come to hand)
2020 Term 1
28th Jan
29th Jan
10th Feb
mence
24-26th Feb
9th Mar
18th Mar
27th Mar

2020 Term 2
13th Apr
14th April
20-22nd May
26th Jun

2020 Term 3
13th Jul
PPS
18th Sep

2020 Term 4
5th Oct
18th Dec

Staff Commence at school
Year 1– 6 students
commence school
Foundation Students comschool full time
SLC Urban Camp
Labour Day Holiday – NO
SCHOOL
School Photo Day
Last day of Term 1 - 2.30pm
finish

Easter Monday Holiday – NO
SCHOOL
Term 2 commences
MLC Camp to Portsea
Last day of Term 2– 2.30pm
finish

Term 3 commences
NAIDOC WEEK for

Last day of Term 3 - 2.30pm f
finish

Term 4 Commences
Last day of term 4 - 1.30pm

Celebrating Writing
“Writers not having the opportunity for sharing
their writing with readers is like actors rehearsing
for a show that never gets performed.”
Our student writers need celebrations because they
provide an important opportunity to write and
publish for a targeted and authentic audience. It is
also a purposeful opportunity to receive feedback
and recognition. On Monday, the students from F-6
shared their published information texts with each
other. It was a wonderful celebration of success for
all our students.

Winter Sport– Athletics
Both ends of our school participated in athletic events last week.

Years 4– 6 attended the inter-school carnival at Landy Field and the F-3 students enjoyed modified track and
field events here at school. A big thank you to our PE teacher, Renee Aloi for all her effective coordination of
the events. Thank you also to the parents who helped or who supported our children.
A big thank you to the parents who assisted with the set-up, pack up or the marshalling and officiating at Landy
Field-Karen Button, Wayne Kiely, Bec Buchanan, Frank Pavez, Carisma Boothyroyd and Jackie Scott .

School Council Update
School Council-July 2019 update
Listed Items for this Month
1. Child Safety Standards–
Wise Child Parent Information sessions are being held on Tuesday, September 3rd 1-3pm and 6-8pm.
Child Safety Standard 2:Clear Commitment to Child Safety
Child Safety Standard 7: Empowering Children
2. Student Voice and Agency– The school council explored the article
‘Student Agency– Learning to Make a Difference by Charles Leadbetter.
We discussed several questions.
A)
What are my beliefs about learning?
B)
What are the qualities/dispositions of an effective learner?
The school council is interested in engaging parents in this conversation
about learning. The article will be posted to Compass for parents to read
on Monday.
3. Bring Your Own Device ICT program (BYOD)- The school council reviewed questions that parents will have as part of this process. The questions will be utilised to plan for the
parent information sessions.
4. Traffic Safety Update– There has been no response from the relevant authorities.
5. Traffic Safety Action Group (TSAG)– The TSAG will commence action to support the school. This includes
contacting the relevant community groups who are also affected by the traffic safety issues and speed of
traffic. Parents will have an opportunity to show their support through the TSAG.
*Note from last meeting: Mobile Phone Tower: Through the action of the school council providing a written
response to the company planning to build the mobile tower across the road from the school as well as initiating media coverage, we were notified that the tower would NOT be built at the fire station.
Reports Presented
1.
Principal Report– This report provides information to school council on how our school is working towards the goals and priorities outlined in the School Strategic Plan. Our Attitudes to School Survey data
was presented (see next page of this newsletter). The improved results were very pleasing.
2. Finance Report– Approval ofA. The School Council move payments to be endorsed, transfers be ratified and all presented reports accepted as a true and correct depiction of Portarlington Primary School finances for the months of May, June
and July 2019.
B.
That School Council move all transaction summaries as tabled for the School Purchasing Card be accepted.
4. Grounds and Buildings Report– Grassed Areas: We have received alternative opinions about the state of
the grassed areas and the principal (Lesley Allbutt) is currently liaising the Victorian School Building Authority for the problems to be addressed. The school council will be pursuing rectification of the problems
through all channels available. We will keep our community informed of the progress.
5. Fundraising, Sponsorship and Grants–
A) A Themed Trivia Games night is being organised for Saturday the 19th of October 2019.
B)
A Crazy Socks fundraiser will be scheduled for Term 4 in time to purchase Christmas presents.
C)
Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Leopold: being considered for 2020.

Attitudes to School Survey –Results Celebration
Every year, students from Year 4 to Year 12 are surveyed. The survey captures students’ attitudes and experiences at school and is aligned with the Department’s Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO). The
survey measures are based on the best available evidence about what influences student outcomes.
The survey is administered from a secure online survey portal. The survey includes 3 levels of differentiation on
selected survey items for years 4 to 6, 7 to 9, and 10 to 12, made possible by the online administration.
2019 Results for Portarlington Primary School (the bold black line indicates last year’s scores)
We improved across all areas with the exception of a slight decrease in Learning Confidence (equating to 2-3
students) and School Stage Transition (based on the Year 7 transition processes provided by the secondary
schools)
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Information and Reminders
Communication to Parents
Portarlington Primary uses electronic systems of communication. The online system at our school is
called COMPASS.
Our friendly office staff can help you with any login issues or show you how to use COMPASS.
Newsletters are produced every fortnight. They can be accessed via COMPASS and on our school
website -www.portps.vic.edu.au
On our website you will also find the web link to COMPASS.
Social Media – for school updates and information (facebook). Please contact the school if you have
questions as we only use facebook to share information and to celebrate events.
SMS messaging system– important information is sent to parents via a text messaging service. Please
respond to any requests sent out through the SMS service. Do not reply using texts as the school does
not receive reply messages.
Student Diaries and phone calls are also used to communicate to parents.
Staff are also available for meetings with parents. We want to make sure that we provide you with our
full attention so please phone the office to make a suitable time for an appointment.
Staff have meetings most days between 3.30 and 4.30pm. Staff are preparing for student learning,

Health and Safety-No Smoking with in 4 metres of our
school boundary .
Smoking in cars, especially with children is discouraged.
Speed Limit– There is a 40k
speed limit in designated areas
during school times. The main
street is always 40km per hour.

ATTENDANCE https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/Pages/attendance.aspx

ensure the don' fal
behin bot socially an developmentally
Children an young peopl w h regularly
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK……
Miley Mead….joining in learning without reminders last week. It’s great fun to
learn!
Eellee Allan...working hard on her personal learning goal. It’s so lovely to see
you succeeding!
Mia Kiely...working so hard to extend yourself during our subtraction lessons!
Max Singleton...putting in enormous effort when drafting your informative writing!
Alistair Wicks...crafting an informative text detailing the game of soccer using questions.
Eva Kiely...persisting with different subtraction strategies to solve challenging equations.
Piper Phillips...publishing an amazing informative writing piece on “sharks”.
Cooper Bray...showing tremendous effort and resilience with Junior Athletics.
Isaac Filed...showing creativity when designing a fantastic information text.
Tully O’Meara...showing fantastic persistence at athletics.
Kayden Harrison...using effort and persistence to complete his learning.

Maddie Liddicoat...sharing her feelings about reading with her peers. Great confidence and work
ethic.
Hudson Bray...showing amazing improvements in his handwriting and sentence structure.
Emily Zuidema...participating in concert practise with confidence and enthusiasm .
Lucas Evans...working hard to show his subtraction knowledge.
Yolande Moore...reading through her writing and editing her sentences.
Anthony Velic...making attempts at writing words using beginning, middle and end sounds.
Jack Nicholls...using his letter sound knowledge to write amazing sentences!

Principal Award….
Annabelle DeBono...for recounting events correctly.
Archie Bowers...for showing confidence in his learning.
Leah Bowlen...for showing confidence in her learning.
West Ansell...for showing your thinking when problem solving .
Violet Marzo...for being safe in the class and outside.
Aiden Trost...for showing your thinking when you were writing in readers notebook.
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Extreme Weather
At school we can experience days of extreme weather—this could be rain, wind, heat or
bushfire smoke. We have guidelines and procedures for extreme weather conditions which
include ensuring the children are inside so that they are safe.
Depending on the weather, we may implement one or more of the following
processes according to the conditions
Seek shade or cover

Wear hats/coats/scarves

Drink plenty of water

Open the school hall

Direct children to passive play in the hall.

Instruct staff and students to remain in classrooms for break times

Provide sunscreen

Encourage parents to apply sunscreen and provide water bottles for their

children
There is an urban myth that schools send children home when the
thermometer hits a certain temperature-this is not the case and normal school
hours apply.

Children or Animals in Cars

Melbourne and greater Victoria will experience extremely high temperatures for the back to
school period.
Parents and/or guardians are reminded that on hot days it is important never to leave
children or pets alone in a car.
Temperatures inside a parked car during summer can be around 20 to 30 degrees hotter than the
outside temperature.
Leaving children or pets in hot cars, even for a moment, can result in serious injury or death.
Young children’s smaller body size and underdeveloped nervous system places them at a much
greater risk of life-threatening heatstroke, dehydration and other serious health risks.
If a parent or guardian is travelling with a child, never leave them alone in a parked car, not even
for one moment.

Reminder-Student Supervision

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.30am—8.50am, 11.10 -11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and
3.15-3.30pm.
Children arriving at school before 8.30am must be accompanied by an parent/carer or
booked into the
before school care program Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.
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Some Reminders for 2019
School Uniform:

The students are looking amazing in their complete uniforms. If you can’t find an item, please ask, as we will do our best
to make sure that we keep them all looking part of a team.
Hair: hair that is past shoulder length is to be tied up
Nail polish other than clear is not welcome
Bike shorts are only to be worn under a skirt or dress, not as a uniform item.
Leggings ( dark blue only) can be worn under shorts, dress or skirt, not worn by itself with a long T shirt.
Shoes – runners or black school shoes only
Hair ties – dark blue or red
Jewellery- only sleepers or stud ear rings. No necklaces/ bracelets /rings of any kind for safety reasons.

No netball skirts please.

Hats
Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun!
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of
September until the 1st of May each year.
Second Hand uniforms:

We have a small supply of second hand uniforms. Mel, Lisa or Margaret are able to help you. The stock of second hand
uniforms is regularly replenished from unclaimed, un-named clothing which has been laundered.
Thank you to the parents who have donated good quality uniform items which children have outgrown. We really
appreciate your support. All money raised from our second hand uniform sales is directed toward funding of our
sponsored child Emmanuel Wasilwa from Uganda. This costs us $360 per year to sponsor him plus last year we paid an
extra $270 for his accommodation for the year so he could go to secondary school (for his board during the school
term).

Absences and Late Passes:
If your child is absent from school – please record the absence on COMPASS as soon as possible to explain
the absence. It is important that absences are accurately recorded on our data system. If you know that your
child will be absent for an upcoming appointment– you can record it at anytime on COMPAAS (even the
night before).
If you are running late – Parents /carers must sign your child in at the office and have Mel or Lisa enter the
attendance on the computer. The child collects an Arrival Pass Card and is taken to their class learning space
by a member of staff.
Conveyance & CSEF Forms

Conveyance Allowance Application forms and Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
application forms are now available at the office. If you believe that you are eligible please contact Lisa, or Mel at the
office.

Kelly Club- Out of School Hours Care
We would like to welcome back the Kelly Club team to our school as the providers of our OSHC service. All
bookings, management, organisation and communication is done by the team at the Kelly Club. The school
does not do this. Jodie Brown is the coordinator. Please contact OSHC on 0448 449 113 to find out how you
can book into the Kelly Club.

Yard Supervision Every day

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and
staff room during break times. Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the
library.
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2019 TERM DATES
Period

Start

Finish

Length

Term 1

Tuesday, January 30 2019

Friday, 5 April 2019

10weeks

School Holidays

Saturday, 7 April 2019

Monday, 22 April 2019

Term 2

Tuesday, 23rd April 2019

Friday, 28 June 2019

School Holidays

Saturday, 29 June 2019

Sunday, 14 July 2019

Term 3

Monday, 15 July 2019

Friday, 20 September 2019

School Holidays

Saturday, 21 September 2019

Sunday, 6 October 2019

Term 4

Monday, 7 October 2019

Friday, 20 December 2019

2018/2019 Summer School
Holidays

Saturday, 21 December 2019

Tuesday, 28 January 2020

10 weeks

10 weeks

11 weeks

2019 School Starting Time
Our school grounds are supervised from 8.30am. All staff start work at this 8.30am This time also supports many
of our parents and caregivers who have work or appointments first thing in the morning.
Classes start at 8.50am and children will be required to be on time each day.

7.15am
8.30am
8.50am
10am
11am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.30pm
2.15pm
3.15pm
3.30pm
6pm

Drop off
Classes Start
Session 1
Session 2
Eat/Play
Session 3
Session 4
Eat/Play
Session 5
Classes End

Kelly Club-Before School Care
Yard Supervision by a Teacher
Breakfast Club on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

Kelly Club-After School Care
Yard Supervision by a Teacher until 3.30pm
Yard Supervision ends
Kelly Club-After School Care finishes

Please address any queries to our friendly office staff and they will be happy to help you.
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2019 School Staffing
Principal

Lesley-Ann Allbutt

Assistant Principal

Jackie Kaiser

Business Manager

Lisa Gale

Primary Welfare Manager

Margaret Browne

Technical Support

Brendan Beattie

Teachers- Home Group

Michael Campbell
Jasmine O’Brien

Brad Greenwood
Christopher Hester
Lauren Bannam
Mel Meaney
Brooke McLaren
Tom Kearney
Michelle Primmer
Dylan Dunoon
Lisa Waterman
Teachers- Specialist Program

Renee Aloi

Kim Mikelsons
Tim O’Hara
Morgan Lee-Hickey
Education Support Staff

Wendy Newton
Bec Pavez
Frank Pavez
Mel Singleton
Mary Minogue-Bolton
Karren Sheard
Jo Pepyat

Teacher Coaching,
Educational Consultancy and
Speech Therapist
School Groundsman

Andrea Hillbrick
Neil Sheard

2019 School
Structure
11 Home Groups
FLC: Foundation x 2 home groups (3 staff )
JLC: Year 1-2 x 4 home groups (6 staff )
MLC: Year 3-4 x 3 home groups (4 staff )
SLC: Year 5-6 x 2 home groups (5 staff )
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COMMUNITY NEWS…..
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