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Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners 

Reminder to Past Students and Families 
 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 
The 6pm time slot is now fully booked. 
Please contact our friendly office staff to make a booking 
for 4.30pm, 5pm or 5.30pm 

2017 School Review 
Last term we had our school review early in September.  
 
Earlier in the year, with the help of parents, children and 
staff we completed a pre-review school self-assessment. 
This report is an analysis of all of our school teaching and 
learning and operational issues. It included feedback from 
everyone including members of the wider Portarlington 
community and school data from a range of sources. 
 
Our independent school reviewer, Mandy Dunn,              
presented her findings of her four day visit and                
comprehensive analysis of our school data. Mandy          

presented to the staff and the school council. Our review was very successful and we were commended on all 
of our compliance processes and documentation. Some directions for us to consider for our forward planning 
processes included a focus on writing and mathematics.  
 
School Council Update –October 
1. School Review Report was tabled, presented and ratified. 
2. Child Safety Standards– Margaret Browne attended a two day training course in Melbourne and will train 

our staff about further updates to the Child Safety framework.  
3. Student Supplies for 2018– The school council reviewed the increases in costs of the purchase of student 

supplies. An information letter will be distributed to families detailing the costs of the student supplies 
this week.  

 
The following reports were tabled and approved- 
1. Principal 
2. Out of School Hours 
3. Finance 
4. Grounds and Buildings 
5. Market 
 



 

 

 

PINK DAY RAISES FUNDS FOR BREAST  CANCER  
RESEARCH- $808 

IN HONOUR OF  MARG Mc COMBE 
Every year Pink Day Leaders are announced at our final 
assembly. They are responsible for getting a team          
together to raise money in honour of Marg McCombe, 
who was a teacher at our school for many years. Marg 
lost her battle with breast cancer and since 2012 teams 
of senior students have organised activities, to raise 
funds that have been donated to the Breast Cancer     
Foundation in Marg’s name. The children learn that     
doctors and scientists are working very hard in many    
areas of health and medicine to try and find cures for 
sickness and disease.  
 
This year, Ruby Walters and Reia Oliver-Hawkins were 

our leaders and their friends supported them as their Pink Team. They helped with a sausage    
sizzle, pink donuts and pink milk. They had a ‘guess the number of pink sherbet bombs in the jar’ 
competition. They chalked the children’s hair pink and painted faces at play time.         
Our school was a sea of pink with all the dress-ups. 
 
Congratulations to Ruby and Reia and a big thank you to our parents Gomara Hawkins and Ray 
Brown.  Thank you to all the children, families and staff who dressed up, bought food and      
products. A sincere and special thank you to Marcus Rosman, brother Lincoln and mum Kirsty for 
the donation of $100 in memory of Kirsty’s sister, Pierina- we hope a cure is found very soon. 
Lastly, we are very, very grateful for the work of Lisa Gale who provided enormous support for 
our event. A Massive, Huge, Enormous Thank you to Lisa , for her coordination of the event. 
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Portarlington Primary…….. 

Portarlington Primary School Policies and Procedures-these are all available on our website 

 

 

 

 

2018 Planning 

Students Leaving  
Could you please let us know soon, if your child or children are not going to be attending     
Portarlington Primary School next year.  We begin the process of organising classes for next year 
soon so we need to know our numbers.  We are getting a lot of enrolments at the moment so if 
you know anyone who is coming to us, please let us know too. 

Classes for 2018 
We will put your child in the class we think is the most appropriate for their learning and ensure 
there is a spread of personalities and learning needs in each class.  

Your written requests will be taken into consideration when teachers allocate students to  
classes.  If you have a particular preference please let  Lesley know by  - 

Friday 4th of November at 3.15pm.  
 
This must be in writing and must be signed and should have an educational reason for your  
preference.  We do know that certain types of personalities do get on better than others and 
that we need to consider this when creating the classes.  



 

 

Students of the Week…….. 
 
Mason Prato…..showing persistence and working hard, helping others. 
 
Mia Russell…..reading with expression when reading aloud. 
 
Ricky Spano…..embracing the Portarlington values. 
 
Mitch Waller…..persisting and challenging himself in his fractions. Keep up the good work! 
 
Kylah Finch…..having a go with unknown words during writing. 
 
Zac Micallef…..having a go at all pieces of work. 
 
Jess Williams…..including some impressive dynamic dialogue in her writing! Well Done! 
 
Lainie Macdougall…..finding less common consonant and vowel blends like “u” in illusion. 
 
Ruby Bolton…..developing her understanding of morphemes, prefixes and suffixes. 
 
Johanna Kefaloukos…..always displaying our school values with a big smiles! 
 
Kayla Reilly…..presenting her work to a high standard.  
 
Principals Weekly Award……. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

HATS, HATS. HATS! 

Don't forget to pack sun 

hats! NO CAPS- only NAVY 

BLUE broad-brimmed, 

Portarlington Primary…….. 



 

 

 

Portarlington  Primary …….. 

Portarlington Primary School 
 
Our Purpose 
Portarlington Primary School strives to maximise the 
potential of all students through high academic         
expectations and a supportive school culture.  We know 
that all children can learn and can become effective 
lifelong learners. We foster a strong    partnership     
between students, staff, parents and the community. 
We provide a safe, caring and dynamic learning       
environment that supports strong interpersonal         
relationships in a climate of collaboration and mutual 
respect between students, staff, families and the wider 
community.  Our relentless focus on learning provides 

opportunities for the optimum progress of all students. We promote a philosophy that supports the      
development of independence, adaptability, cooperation and the creative abilities of all of children 
which empowers them to become resilient, active and harmonious members of our ever changing 
world. 

 
Our Vision 
Portarlington Primary School is a school community empowering respectful, healthy, independent         
life long learners to be global, creative thinkers who will achieve and make a difference in a rapidly 
changing world.  
 
LEARNING is a life-long process that supports us to achieve our full potential. To succeed in the future, 
our students must develop the capacity to learn and adapt, collaborate, innovate and  problem solve.  
 
First and foremost we recognise parents and families as having the most important and enduring impact 
on the learning, health, wellbeing and safety of their child. This understanding underpins the value that 
we place on developing authentic relationships with parents as partners in our learning community We 
aim to promote high levels of engagement of parents in their child’s learning and development. 
 
Our school encourages a strong sense of justice and personal responsibility for each other, the         
community and the environment.  Portarlington Primary School encourages and models the values of 
mutual respect where safe, positive relationships between all members of the school community form 
the basis of our school culture. Honesty is held up as a strong moral belief for all.  There is a sense of 
fairness, kindness and compassion for others.  All members of our school community are expected to 
always do their personal best showing integrity, commitment, persistence and excellence in all their       
interactions with each other.  
 
Linked with our core business of improving the learning outcomes of our students, is our high              
expectation of self-responsibility and self-respect by every member of our school community. 
 

At Portarlington Primary School, we are all Learners and we are all         
Respectful, Responsible, Kind & Safe.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Portarlington Primary…….. 

Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun! 
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of  
September  until the 1st of May each year. 

 
Child Safety Standards 

Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request 

that parents and visitors do not use other doors to enter 

the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go 

directly to classrooms at any time without signing in at 

the office and discussing their needs with an office staff 

member. Thank you for your understanding. 

2017 School Calendar 

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 

2017 
 
November 
 
11th November Remembrance Day 
14th—16th  Life Ed Van 
21st November Kinder Transition 
23rd November  Blue Light Disco 5/6 
24th November White Ribbon Day 
   Year 2 Sleep over 
28th November Volunteers Morning Tea 
   Kinder Transition 
 
December 
 
1st December Carols—Parks Hall   P-2 
5th December Orientation 
    Day Whole School Transition 
                                 Kinder Transition 
12th December    Kinder Transition 
20th December Final Assembly– 12 noon 
   Year 6 Graduation 
21st December Swimming Carnival 3 –6 
22nd December Last day of School  -  1.30pm 
 
 
 
 

2018 
(further dates will be added as they come to 

hand) 
Term 1 
26th Jan Australia Day 
29th Jan Teachers Start 
12th Mar Labour  Day (No School) 
29th  Mar Last Day of term at 2.30pm 
30th Mar Good Friday 
 
Term 2 
25th Apr Anzac day (No School) 
6th –8 Jun MLC Camp Anglesea 
11th Jun Queen’s Birthday (no School) 
29th Jun Last Day of term at 2.30pm 
 
Term 3 
16-20 Jul NAIDOC Week for PPS 
30 Jul-1 Aug SLC Camp to Phillip Island 
17th Aug Book Week Parade 
21st Jul Footy Dress Up Day 
  Last Day of term at 2.30pm 
Term 4  
19th Oct Buddies Excursion 
24th Oct  Geelong Cup Day (no school) 
2nd Nov Pink Day 
23rd Nov White Ribbon Day 
  Year 2 Sleepover 
7th  Dec F-2 Carols at Parks Hall 
19th Dec Final Assembly 
  Year 6 Graduation 
21st Dec Last Day of Term at 1.30pm 
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2018 ENROLMENTS-  
Our prep program for 2018 is filling quickly.  
If you have a child starting in prep next year you will need 
to  complete an enrolment form (available from our school 
office). If you know someone who needs to enrol their 
child please ask them to contact our school on 52592572. 
Our friendly office staff will be able to help you with any  
queries or to arrange a tour.  
We are grateful for your support and look forward to a suc-

cessful program. If you have any questions, please see the 

front office at school. 

WHITE RIBBON  
 

Promoting Respect-Wear White 
PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL BREAKS THE SILENCE 

AROUND VIOLENCE 
Our whole school is raising awareness by hosting our 2017White Ribbon Event 

 

Friday November 24th 
At Portarlington Primary School one of our key values is RESPECT. Each year Portarlington Primary School holds a 
very successful White Ribbon Event for Respect Event. Our school Healthy Together Promotion Committee together 
with the School Council and staff, organise a day of awareness– a calm and peaceful event to help raise awareness 
and to support White Ribbon Australia’s work to end men’s violence against women.  
 

This year, our White Ribbon event will be held on Friday the  24
th

 of November 2017. 
 

During the week, the children will be involved in activities to promote Respectful Relationships. We will be             
recognising respectful behaviour as a focus, the children will be involved in discussing the concept of respect and 
what respectful behaviour looks like for them. Everyone will have an opportunity to dress in white.  

 

Our community can make a difference. If we can 
teach our children, families and our community to 
behave and speak respectfully at school, work, in the 
community and at home, we are taking the first step 
in preventing violence in our community. 



 

 

Portarlington Primary…….. 

 
Eggs and Egg Products are Now Permitted at Portarlington Primary School. 

 
 

For the past 7 years, we have had children enrolled who have suffered life threatening and 
severe anaphylactic  reactions to eggs and items containing egg products. These children 
have now left our school. 
According to our current records, we do not have any children listed with anaphylactic   
reactions to eggs or egg products.  If any parents have children with anaphylactic           
reactions to eggs or egg products or  anything else, a management plan from a doctor is 
required (as with asthma or any other anaphylactic reactions to food  products, bee 
stings, stone fruit, shell fish etc.) and the school must be informed so that the appropriate  
policies, guidelines and education processes can be put into place. 
 
 
Foods containing Peanuts and Cashews are still NOT PERMITTED at our school      
because we have children with life threatening and severe anaphylactic reactions to 
these nuts.  

 
Thank you for your understanding with this matter and for         
respecting the safety of our children.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 ALL LIBRARY BOOKS! 
 
As we are packing up the library for our move into the school, could all             
LIBRARY BOOKS please be returned by FRIDAY 10th NOVEMBER 

 
 

If you cannot find the books you have borrowed, replacements can be                 
purchased in lieu or payment for a new book can be made to the school at the 

front office. 
 

If you have any questions please contact the front office or see Wendy in the 
Library after school. 

 
Thank you.  
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Car Parking –Pick Up and Drop Off 
 
It is a really exciting time for our school with our new building rising out from the ground. With increased cars 
and deliveries, car parking can become difficult. Families are reminded that for our CHILDREN'S SAFETY it is 
illegal to park next to the school crossings in Newcombe and Fisher Streets. Cars parked too close to the  
crossings reduces visibility and puts children at risk. Thank you to everyone who is helping us out to keep the 
students safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Help Line-1800 55 1800 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

..learning & learning & learning  

Reminder-Student Supervision 
 

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.40—9am, 11-11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  
3.15-3.30pm.  
Children arriving at school before 8.40am must be booked into the  
before school care program  Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.  
 

Yard Supervision 
 

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 
staff room during break times.  Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the 
 library. 

Walk to School Wednesday 
Great to see so many active travellers  
already! Leave your car at one of the 
markers—front of ARCARE (Wiffen Park, 
or two in Newcombe St) and walk, ride, 
scoot or skate with the children from 
there.  
 

Nude Food Lunch Boxes 

Bring lunch and snacks that are  

not dressed in any packaging  

 and food that is wearing less  

sugar, salt and fat.  

 
Washing Roster  
First Aid Room 

3rd Nov Abbey-Rose Hope-McKeown 
10th Nov Skye Whyley 



 

 

 

Emergency Management–  

We practise our emergency management plan every term. These procedures  
include on and off site evacuations and lock downs. To report any emergency please 
dial 000 

* * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shut The Gates Please 
Could everyone leaving / arriving the school throughout the day please close the 

gates.  
* * * * * * * * *  

NO SMOKING 
Thank you for role modelling healthy behaviours. We have a NO SMOKING    policy.  
This includes - 

NO SMOKING on footpaths around the school or 
while you are picking up or  
dropping off children. You must go over the road. 
NO SMOKING in cars parked around our school at 
any time.  
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..learning & learning & learning  

 
Hand Hygiene and Avoiding Germs 
 
Families and staff are experiencing increased bouts of illness over the past few weeks. This is a  
timely reminder to discuss the importance of washing your hands after going to the toilet. Hand 
sanitisers are available in all classrooms. 
We also encourage children to cough into their elbows instead of their hands and to use tissues.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS TERM 3 
 

The Uniform shop is open every Thursday alternating mornings and afternoons at the school for 
those wishing to purchase any new uniform items or school bags. Please come see the front office 

and we will be happy to direct you to the PSW staff. 
 
 
TERM 4 : Please Check With The Front  
                Office for Days and Times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


