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You don’t spell ‘adventure’ with an e!!!!
That was exactly my reaction when I read the COMPASS event before it
went out to you all! So dutifully I changed the spelling of ‘Edventure’ to
‘Adventure’, thinking I was doing the right thing. Low and behold, I had it all
wrong. ‘Edventure’ was correct. A combination of the 2 words, Education
and Adventure!
The year 4/5/6’s had an
amazing ‘Edventure’ last week
courtesy of Port Phillip Ferries,
the Portarlington Football and
Netball Club, the Port Report
and the Portarlington Business
Development Centre.
We are extremely grateful that
our children were given this
wonderful educational
opportunity to learn about the
health and wellbeing of our beautiful bay and how to protect our bay and
it’s living residents for generations to come.
More photos on page 4

MONDAY is Labour Day public holiday
School closed-enjoy your long weekend
Empowering life long learners to achieve success and make a
difference in a rapidly changing world.
Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …….
School photos
March 24th

Friday March 19th

The Colour Run Fundraiser is coming…
Friday March 19th
2 weeks till the fun
begins!!!!
Make sure you
 Head online to
schoolfunrun.com.au
 Sign up to create your
fundraising page
 Earn and order your
awesome prizes online
 Get prepped and ready
for your very own
School Fun Run Event

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …
2021 School Calendar

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change.
Child Safety Standards
Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use other doors to enter
the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to classrooms at any time without signing in at
the office and discussing their needs with an office staff member. Thank you for your understanding.

2021 dates
(further dates will be added as they come to hand)
TERM 1
8 Feb
9 Feb
15 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
24 Feb
25 Feb
26 Feb
1 Mar
2 Mar
5 Mar
8 Mar
9 Mar
10-12 Mar
15 Mar
19 Mar
24 Mar
26Mar
29 Mar
1 April

Foundation Students commence
Year 4 Bike Education
Whole School Assembly
Year 4 Bike Education
Year 4 Bike Education
Parent teacher Interviews
Parent teacher Interviews
SLC Ferry Experience
2020 Parent Classroom Helpers final session
Whole School Assembly
Year 4 Bike Education
Joffa Incursion
LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY
Year 4 Bike Education
Year 4/5 Camp Maldon
Whole School Assembly
Colour Run fundraiser 2-3pm
School photos
In school Cross Country tbc
Whole School assembly
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 - 2.30PM
FINISH

TERM 2
19 Apr
27 April

27– 22 April
11-21 May
13 May
19 May
25 May
26 May
27 May
11 Jun
14 Jun
16 Jun
16-18 Jun
25 Jun

Term 2 commences
Dental Education F-1
Dental Screenings F-3
Year 6 Cave Hill Creek camp
NAPLAN online
Lightning Premiership 5/6
Golf 4-6
Soccer incursion P/1
National Sorry Day
Golf 4-6
Soccer incursion 2/3
CURRICULUM DAY
QUEENS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY
Bravehearts F-2 11.30am
Year 3 Sovereign Hill camp
LAST DAY OF TERM 2: 2.30PM
FINISH
TERM 3

12 Jul
13 August
3 Sept
17 Sep

Term 3 commences
Athletics day tbc
Sink or Swim Program Yrs 2-6
Footy Day
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - 2.30PM
FINISH
TERM 4

4 Oct
17 Dec

Term 4 Commences
LAST DAY OF TERM 4 - 1.30PM
FINISH
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
School Council Members for 2021
Congratulations to our newly elected School Councillors for 2021.
Sarah Elliott
Patrick Burns
Meg Champion De Crespigny
Stuart Shepherd
Elise Liddicoat
Matthew Cross
Mel Meaney (DET representative)
The first meeting of the school council will be held on...
TUESDAY 16th March at 6.15pm
The meeting will begin with the election of office bearers, formation of
sub committees of management and the ratification of the Standing
Orders. We will then continue with the regular council meeting.

CHILD SAFETY
School staff play a vital role in
protecting children from harm and are
well placed to observe signs or
behaviours that may indicate risks of
child abuse.
School staff must act, Four Critical
Actions, as soon as they witness an
incident, receive a disclosure or form a
reasonable belief that a child has, or is
at risk of being abused.
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …

PUZZLE PAGE

FUN Fact of the Week

by Max S.

Did you know that fingernails grow faster than toenails?

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …….
When are staff on yard duty?
Between the following times:


8.30 and 8.50am

How do I find out about school



11.10 and 11.30am

events?



1.40 and 2.15pm



Look on Compass.



3.15 and 3.30pm



All events are on Compass

Do you have out of school

My Compass password is not

care?

working! How do I fix it?

 Yes. Turn to page 12 of the

 Contact the office and Mel or

newsletter for details

Lisa will reset it for you

Can my child wear any jewellery?
What is the best way to contact



Children may wear studs or sleeper
earrings only

my child’s teacher?


Phone the school





Email through Compass

Q. Why?



Write a note in your child’s diary



No necklaces, bracelets or rings

For safety reasons

Yard Supervision Every day
Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office
and staff room during break times.
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CAMP MALDON
Our Year 4 and 5 students are off to
camp next Wednesday. For 2 nights.
Camp Maldon is an awesome camp
full of bike riding and other activities.
Camps are wonderful events for our
children and our staff. Staff spend
many extra hours organising and
attending camps and really enjoy the time of getting to know their
students even better. Students also get to know their teachers better.
Have a great time everyone.

2021 School Supplies payment
Foundation – 50% (9% increase)
Year 1–

49% (19% increase)

Year 2–

54% (13% increase)

Year 3–

56% (15% increase)

Year 4–

65% (11% increase)

Year 5-

57% (15% increase)

Year 6-

57% (15% increase)

% of families who have
already paid for their
school supplies.

Thank you to all the families who have paid for their child's
school supplies in the last 2 weeks. Great increases across the
board!
Year 4 families are still in the lead!

 Head lice have nothing to do with personal hygiene or cleanliness
and do not carry disease

 Head lice cannot jump or fly and can only crawl from head to head
 Lice is caught only through direct head to head contact
 The easiest and most effective way to find head lice is to use the
conditioner and comb treatment twice weekly

JOFFA today!

Ask your child about JOFFA and what they learnt
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PARENT ENGAGEMENT IN LEARNING

2021 Literacy Classroom Helpers Program
Would you like to support children in the classroom with reading
and writing? You would? Then do I have the course for you!!
Brenda Platt, an experienced Literacy educator will be running a class
room helpers course in March.
The facts:

5 classes

Starts March 3

Finishes March 17

Wednesdays and Fridays

9-11am


Communication to Parents


Portarlington Primary uses an electronic systems of online communication called
COMPASS.



Our friendly office staff can help you with any issues related to COMPASS.



Newsletters are produced every fortnight. They can be accessed via COMPASS and
on our school website -www.portps.vic.edu.au



On our website you will also find the web link to COMPASS.



Social Media – for school updates and information (Facebook). Please contact the
school if you have questions as we only use Facebook to share information and to
celebrate events.



SMS messaging system– important information is sent to parents via a text messaging service. Please respond to any requests sent out through the SMS service. Do
not reply using texts as the school does not receive reply messages.



Student Diaries and phone calls are also used to communicate to parents.



Staff are also available for meetings with parents. Please phone the office to make a
suitable time for an appointment.



Staff have meetings most days between 3.30 and 4.30pm and are preparing for
student learning, attending briefings or yard duty from 8.30am.



Parent, Teacher, student conferences (interviews) are held in February and July.

Sunsmart and Thunderstorm Asthma Season
Important steps are taken to ensure our children are sun smart and safe at school.
UV radiation is at its highest from mid-August to April and peaks during school hours. We have measures in place to manage
extreme heat and provide sun and UV protection. Extreme heat or a heatwave is a period of unusual and uncomfortable hot
weather that can negatively affect health. We monitor the heat and wind conditions and make changes to reduce the risks
associated with extreme heat and wind.
Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year between October and December. There is also the chance of an epidemic
thunderstorm asthma event during grass pollen season.
Increased risk of thunderstorm asthma can occur in people with:
 asthma
 a past history of asthma
 undiagnosed asthma
 hay fever, who may not have asthma
 poor control and self-management of asthma.
Schools should practise heat health, sun protection and prepare for the potential of thunderstorm asthma.
Important steps for our school to ensure students are sun smart and safe:
1. Extreme heat and sun protection preparation
 We encourage and support students to develop independent sun protection skills (e.g. hats, sunscreen, clothing).
 Schedule outdoor activities in the coolest part of the day or use the hall/inside spaces and ensure there is adequate shade
for students and staff.
 Drink water – The children should have access to water.
2. Thunderstorm asthma preparation
 We ensure students have an asthma action plan (developed with the treating medical team), and an allergy plan if
required.
 Asthma medication is readily accessible.
 We avoid being outside during thunderstorms that occur between October and December, especially the wind gusts that
come before the storm.
We act on warnings and the forecasts for epidemic thunderstorm asthma events.
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY……..
Reminders for 2021
School Uniform:









Red shirt, navy pants, shorts, skirts or skorts, navy gingham dress, red jumper
Hair that is past shoulder length is to be tied up
Nail polish other than clear is not welcome
Bike shorts are only to be worn under a skirt or dress, not as a uniform item.
Leggings ( dark blue only) can be worn under shorts, dress or skirt, not worn by itself with
a long T shirt.
Shoes – runners or black school shoes only
Hair ties – dark blue or red
No netball skirts please.

Hats
Hats must be worn outside from the 1st of September
until the 1st of May each year.

Second Hand uniforms:
We have a small supply of second hand uniforms. Mel, Lisa or Margaret
are able to help you. All money raised from our second hand uniform
sales is directed towards funding our sponsored child Emmanuel
Wasilwa from Uganda which costs is $360 per year.

Absences and Late Passes:
If your child is absent from school –
please record the absence on COMPASS as soon as possible and explain
the absence. It is important that absences are accurately recorded on
our data system. If you know that your child will be absent for an upcoming appointment–
you can record it at anytime on COMPAAS (even the night before).

If you are running late – Parents /carers must sign your child in at the office and
have Mel or Lisa enter the attendance on the computer. The child collects an
Arrival Pass Card and is taken to their class learning space by a member of staff.

Conveyance & CSEF Forms
Conveyance Allowance Application forms and Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund application forms are now available at the office.
If you believe that you are eligible please contact Lisa, or Mel at the
office.

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY …….
2021 TERM DATES
Period

Start

Finish

Length

Term 1

Friday, January 29

Thursday, April 1,

10 weeks

School Holidays

Friday, April 2

Sunday, 18 April

Term 2

Monday, 19 April

Friday, 25 June 2020

School Holidays

Saturday, 26 June

Sunday, 11 July

Term 3

Monday, 12 July

Friday, 17 September

School Holidays

Saturday, 18 September

Sunday, 3 October

Term 4

Monday, 4 October

Friday, 17 December

2018/2019 Summer School
Holidays

Saturday, 18 December

Friday, 28 January –
teachers start

10 weeks

10 weeks

11 weeks

2021 School Starting Time

7.15am
8.30am
8.50am
10am
11am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.30pm
2.15pm
3.15pm
3.30pm
6pm

Drop off
Classes Start
Session 1
Session 2
Eat/Play
Session 3
Session 4
Eat/Play
Session 5
Classes End

Kelly Club-Before School Care
Yard Supervision by a Teacher
Breakfast Club on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

Kelly Club-After School Care opens*
Yard Supervision by a Teacher until 3.30pm
Yard Supervision ends
Kelly Club-After School Care closes*

*Kelly Club- Out of School Hours Care
All bookings, management, organisation and communication is done by the Kelly Club
team. The school does NOT do this.
Please contact Laura Bowen the OSHC Coordinator on 0448 449 113 to find out how you
can book your child into Kelly Club.
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY……..
2021 School Staffing
Principal
Assistant Principal
Learning Specialist
Business Manager
Primary Welfare Manager
Technical Support

Teachers- Home Group

Teachers- Specialist Program

Education Support Staff

Teacher Coaching, Educational Consultancy
School Groundsman
Cleaning

Lesley-Ann Allbutt
Jackie Kaiser
Jasmine O’Brien
Lisa Gale
Margaret Browne
Brendan Beattie
Ashlea Wells
Brooke McLaren
Cara Pattenden-Stansfield
Dylan Dunoon
Kahlia Chapman
Lauren Bannam
Lisa Waterman
Michael Campbell
Michelle Primmer
Morgan-Lee Hickey
Renee Aloi
Sarah Evans
Tim O’Hara
Kim Mikelsons (Indonesian)
Brad Greenwood (Physical Education)
Melissa Meaney (Visual Arts)
TBC (Music)
Bec Pavez
Karren Sheard
Mary Minogue-Bolton
Mel Singleton
Wendy Newton
Andrea Hillbrick

Neil Sheard
Fiona Mc Geary

2021 School Structure
11 Home Groups

JLC: Foundation and Year 1 x 4 home groups
MLC: Year 2-3 x 3 home groups
SLC: Year 4-5-6 x 4 home groups
Specialist Staff x 4

