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SWIMMING TRIALS
Term 1 2019
On Monday the 25th of
February, 11 students
attended the swimming
trials for an opportunity to
represent our school at the
swimming championships
next month.
Congratulations to the
following students who
attended the trials at the
Splashdown Centre: Grace
Austin, Kayla Reilly, Mia
Russell, Millie Russell, Finn
O'Meara, Emie DowlingButton, Emily Dunn, Poppy
Brooks, Phoebe Zahl, Ruby
Bolton, Bailey Brown
The following students were successful in reaching the next stage and will be representing Portarlington
Primary School at the Division Championships on the 20th of March at the Kardinia Aquatic Centre.
Freestyle: Finn O'Meara, Poppy Brooks, Phoebe Zahl, Bailey Brown
Backstroke: Kayla Reilly, Ruby Bolton, Finn O'Meara, Bailey Brown
Breaststroke: Phoebe Zahl, Emie Dowling-Button
Butterfly: Emie Dowling Button
Freestyle Relay and Medley Relay Team: Poppy Brooks, Phoebe Zahl, Emie Dowling-Button and Ruby Bolton
We wish them all the best at the next stage of competition

School Council 2019—Votes due back by Tuesday 12th March 2019.

No School -Monday 11th March– Labour Day
No School -Monday 1st of April– Curriculum Day

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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Curiosity, Creativity and
developing and Inquiring Mind
The JLC (Year 1 and 2) students were
posed with a question of ‘if we were
stuck on an island, how would we
survive?’ As a result, students used
their creativity and imagination to
build small shelters for a small toy.
Students loved using resources and
materials from around the school
yard and there were many great
conversations between partners and
small groups about the planning and
construction of their shelter.
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Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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Visual Arts
Art throughout 2019 will be the development of students positive mind set and developing
their ability to tap into the creative mind and tackling new techniques. SLC are beginning
their year creating Bees for the Agricultural show. Which has the connection to the
sustainability program in the classroom for 2019. The senior students will be making art
that will assist their projects for the School Community Garden. All art work will created by
recycling, upcycling and be environmentally connect

Indonesian—Foundation Children
Selamat Pagi means Good Morning
FLC 1 AND FLC2 have been learning how to say good morning in Indonesian! We have also learnt a song to sing
when we start our lesson. We are having fun learning a new language!

Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners
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REMINDERS-2019 School Calendar

Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change.
Child Safety Standards
Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use other doors to enter
the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to classrooms at any time without signing in at the
office and discussing their needs with an office staff member. Thank you for your understanding.

2019 (further dates will be added as they come to
hand)
2019 Term 1
11th Mar LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—NO
SCHOOL
13th Mar JLC Excursion to Queenscliff
15th Mar COLOUR RUN FUNDRAISER
19th Mar Dental Screenings F-2
School Council
20th Mar Division Swimming-qualifiers only
27th Mar School Photos
1st Apr
CURRICULUM DAY– NO SCHOOL
Premier’s Active April Commences
3rd Apr
AFL girls Lightning premiership (selected
students)

5th Apr

Last Day of term 1 - 2.30pm finish

2019 Term 2
22nd Apr EASTER MONDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—NO
SCHOOL
23rd Apr CURRICULUM DAY– NO SCHOOL
25 Apr
ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—NO
SCHOOL
9th Apr
Brave Hearts program F-2
20th May Education Week begins
22/23May Dental Screenings
5-7th Jun SLC Camp to Cave Hill Creek, Beaufort
10th Jun QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY—
NO SCHOOL
12-14th Jun MLC Camp to Sovereign Hill, Ballarat
18th Jun School Council
28th Jun Last Day of term 2– 2.30pm finish

2019 Term 3
15th Jul
NAIDOC Week commences
23rd Jul
3 Way student, parent,
teacher conferences.
12th Aug Science Week begins
19th Aug Book Week begins
20th Aug School Council
23rd Aug Book Week Parade
20th Sep Last Day of term 3– 2.30pm finish
2019 Term 4
7th Oct
Walk, Scoot, Ride to school October
Promo begins
18th Oct Buddies excursion (Year F & Year 5)
23rd Oct GEELONG CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY—NO
SCHOOL
1st Nov
Pink day
Walk, Scoot, Ride to school October
Promo ends
5th Nov Melbourne Cup
6/7 Nov Dental Screenings
11th Nov Remembrance Day
19th Nov School Council
21st Nov SLC Blue Light Disco - TBC
22nd Nov White Ribbon Day - Zero Tolerance of
Family Violence
26th Nov Volunteers Morning Tea –11am
28th Nov Year 2 sleepover -BIG NIGHT IN
10th Dec Year 6-7 Transition (govt schools)
2020 Port PS school transition day
School Council
11th Dec Year 6-7 Transition (govt schools)
17th Dec Last of final instruction
18th Dec Final Assembly 11.45am
Year 6 Graduation –6pm
28th Jun Last Day of term 4 - 1.30pm finish
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Emotions or Moods – (Michael Grose – parenting educator)

“Emotions spread faster than any disease. A smile or a panic will spread through a
group of people far quicker than any virus could.” Seth Godin
Godin was referring to the workplace when he wrote this sentence, but he may as well have been
talking about families.
Family tone is usually impacted by the emotions and mood of parents.
Anger creates tension especially when it simmers just below the surface. Kids go into their
shells when anger is near, because they feel unsafe. Fear accompanies parent anger.
Grumpiness makes kids switch off parents. It’s also contagious, spreading around a family like
wild-fire.
Scepticism leads to cynicism and a hardening of the empathy arteries. Scepticism is sneezed,
spreading germs everywhere.
Gratitude spreads quickly, lifting everyone who receives it. Family tone quickly lightens when
gratitude is expressed.

Calm falls on a family like a blanket instantly increasing family security and contentment. It too
spreads, but quietly.
Enthusiasm lifts the spirit, making everything seem possible. Most children are naturally attracted to enthusiasm, as it offers hope and inspiration.

Emotions or mood?
Emotions are short, more intense bursts of feeling. Moods are emotions that linger longer but are
less intense. Negative emotions and, feeling sad is just as normal and healthy as feeling happy.
However, negative emotions become toxic if they aren’t curbed or contained, impacting heavily
on the long-term family tone. They become the family’s default mood.

Feeling challenged or reassured?
Children’s emotions also impact heavily on the mood in families, but one of your basic tasks as a
parent is to do your best to lift yourself above the emotions of children and spread a healthy
mood.
It’s not easy, but it’s important that you do.
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Information and Reminders
Communication to Parents

Portarlington Primary uses electronic systems of communication. The online system at our school is called
COMPASS.
Our friendly office staff can help you with any login issues or show you how to use COMPASS.
Newsletters are produced every fortnight. They can be accessed via COMPASS and on our school website
-www.portps.vic.edu.au
On our website you will also find the web link to COMPASS.
Social Media – for school updates and information (facebook). Please contact the school if you have questions as we only use facebook to share information and to celebrate events.
SMS messaging system– important information is sent to parents via a text messaging service. Please respond to any requests sent out through the SMS service. Do not reply using texts as the school does not
receive reply messages.
Student Diaries and phone calls are also used to communicate to parents.
Staff are also available for meetings with parents. We want to make sure that we provide you with our full
attention so please phone the office to make a suitable time for an appointment.
Staff have meetings everyday between 3.30 and 4.30pm. Staff are preparing for student learning, attending
briefings or yard duty from 8.40am.
Parent, Teacher, student conferences (interviews) are held in February and July.

Health and Safety-No Smoking with in 4 metres of our school boundary .
Smoking in cars, especially with children is discouraged.

Speed Limit– There is a 40k speed limit in designated areas during school times. The main street is always 40km per hour
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Extreme Weather
At school we can experience days of extreme weather—this could be rain, wind, heat or
bushfire smoke. We have guidelines and procedures for extreme weather conditions which
include ensuring the children are inside so that they are safe.
Depending on the weather, we may implement one or more of the following
processes according to the conditions
Seek shade or cover

Wear hats/coats/scarves

Drink plenty of water

Open the school hall

Direct children to passive play in the hall.

Instruct staff and students to remain in classrooms for break times

Provide sunscreen

Encourage parents to apply sunscreen and provide water bottles for their

children
There is an urban myth that schools send children home when the
thermometer hits a certain temperature-this is not the case and normal school
hours apply.

Kids or Animals in Cars

Melbourne and greater Victoria will experience extremely high temperatures for the back to
school period.
Parents and/or guardians are reminded that on hot days it is important never to leave
children or pets alone in a car.
Temperatures inside a parked car during summer can be around 20 to 30 degrees hotter than the
outside temperature.
Leaving children or pets in hot cars, even for a moment, can result in serious injury or death.
Young children’s smaller body size and underdeveloped nervous system places them at a much
greater risk of life-threatening heatstroke, dehydration and other serious health risks.
If a parent or guardian is travelling with a child, never leave them alone in a parked car, not even
for one moment.

Reminder-Student Supervision

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.30am—8.50am, 11.10 -11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and
3.15-3.30pm.
Children arriving at school before 8.30am must be accompanied by an parent/carer or
booked into the
before school care program Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.
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Some Reminders for 2019
School Uniform:

The students are looking amazing in their complete uniforms. If you can’t find an item, please ask, as we will do our best
to make sure that we keep them all looking part of a team.
Hair: hair that is past shoulder length is to be tied up
Nail polish other than clear is not welcome
Bike shorts are only to be worn under a skirt or dress, not as a uniform item.
Leggings ( dark blue only) can be worn under shorts, dress or skirt, not worn by itself with a long T shirt.
Shoes – runners or black school shoes only
Hair ties – dark blue or red
Jewellery- only sleepers or stud ear rings. No necklaces/ bracelets /rings of any kind for safety reasons.

No netball skirts please.

Hats
Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun!
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of
September until the 1st of May each year.
Second Hand uniforms:

We have a small supply of second hand uniforms. Mel, Lisa or Margaret are able to help you. The stock of second hand
uniforms is regularly replenished from unclaimed, un-named clothing which has been laundered.
Thank you to the parents who have donated good quality uniform items which children have outgrown. We really
appreciate your support. All money raised from our second hand uniform sales is directed toward funding of our
sponsored child Emmanuel Wasilwa from Uganda. This costs us $360 per year to sponsor him plus last year we paid an
extra $270 for his accommodation for the year so he could go to secondary school (for his board during the school
term).

Absences and Late Passes:
If your child is absent from school – please record the absence on COMPASS as soon as possible to explain
the absence. It is important that absences are accurately recorded on our data system. If you know that your
child will be absent for an upcoming appointment– you can record it at anytime on COMPAAS (even the
night before).
If you are running late – Parents /carers must sign your child in at the office and have Mel or Lisa enter the
attendance on the computer. The child collects an Arrival Pass Card and is taken to their class learning space
by a member of staff.
Conveyance & CSEF Forms

Conveyance Allowance Application forms and Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
application forms are now available at the office. If you believe that you are eligible please contact Lisa, or Mel at the
office.

Kelly Club- Out of School Hours Care
We would like to welcome back the Kelly Club team to our school as the providers of our OSHC service. All
bookings, management, organisation and communication is done by the team at the Kelly Club. The school
does not do this. Jodie Brown is the coordinator. Please contact OSHC on 0448 449 113 to find out how you
can book into the Kelly Club.

Yard Supervision Every day

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and
staff room during break times. Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the
library.
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2019 TERM DATES
Period

Start

Finish

Length

Term 1

Tuesday, January 30 2019

Friday, 5 April 2019

10weeks

School Holidays

Saturday, 7 April 2019

Monday, 22 April 2019

Term 2

Tuesday, 23rd April 2019

Friday, 28 June 2019

School Holidays

Saturday, 29 June 2019

Sunday, 14 July 2019

Term 3

Monday, 15 July 2019

Friday, 20 September 2019

School Holidays

Saturday, 21 September 2019

Sunday, 6 October 2019

Term 4

Monday, 7 October 2019

Friday, 20 December 2019

2018/2019 Summer School
Holidays

Saturday, 21 December 2019

Tuesday, 28 January 2020

10 weeks

10 weeks

11 weeks

2019 School Starting Time
Our school grounds are supervised from 8.30am. All staff start work at this 8.30am This time also supports many
of our parents and caregivers who have work or appointments first thing in the morning.
Classes start at 8.50am and children will be required to be on time each day.

7.15am
8.30am
8.50am
10am
11am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.30pm
2.15pm
3.15pm
3.30pm
6pm

Drop off
Classes Start
Session 1
Session 2
Eat/Play
Session 3
Session 4
Eat/Play
Session 5
Classes End

Kelly Club-Before School Care
Yard Supervision by a Teacher
Breakfast Club on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

Kelly Club-After School Care
Yard Supervision by a Teacher until 3.30pm
Yard Supervision ends
Kelly Club-After School Care finishes

Please address any queries to our friendly office staff and they will be happy to help you.

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY……..
2019 School Staffing
Principal
Assistant Principal
Business Manager
Primary Welfare Manager
Technical Support
Teachers- Home Group

Lesley-Ann Allbutt
Jackie Kaiser
Lisa Gale
Margaret Browne
Brendan Beattie
Michael Campbell
Jasmine O’Brien
Brad Greenwood
Christopher Hester
Lauren Bannam
Mel Meaney

Teachers- Specialist Program

Education Support Staff

Teacher Coaching,
Educational Consultancy and
Speech Therapist
School Groundsman

Brooke McLaren
Tom Kearney
Michelle Primmer
Dylan Dunoon
Lisa Waterman
Renee Aloi
Kim Mikelsons
Tim O’Hara
Morgan Lee-Hickey
Wendy Newton
Bec Pavez
Frank Pavez
Mel Singleton
Mary Minogue-Bolton
Karren Sheard
Andrea Hillbrick
Janine Elias

Neil Sheard

2019 School Structure
11 Home Groups
FLC: Foundation x 2 home groups (2 staff )
JLC: Year 1-2 x 4 home groups (6 staff )
MLC: Year 3-4 x 3 home groups (5 staff )
SLC: Year 5-6 x 2 home groups (5 staff )
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK……
Edie Elliot….Challenging herself to upskill her writing and
writing process wheel.

following the

Angus Consedine….Writing fantastic persuasive sentences and following
the writing process wheel.
Evie Nash….Creating wonderful pieces of writing by following the writing
process wheel.
Amelia Debono….Showing such amazing manner and teamwork in class activities.

Anthony Velic….persisting when he thinks tasks are hard. Its great to see have a go and build resilience.
Pepper Wright….Displaying all of our school values consistently. What a great start Pepper.
Leah Bowlen….Being a very responsible date and time monitor all last week.
Lachlan Duffield….Seeking to apply new strategies and give his personal best in all
ing.

areas of learn-

Brock Stephenson….Showing his learning and growth in reading.
Willow Pentney….Confidently showing her learning and using feedback.
Lily Hazell….Always having a positive attitude to her learning.
Angel Boothroyd….Being a role model to her peers, using class time constructively to produce a high
standard of work.
Noah Hanson….Working so hard at expanded notations in Maths.
Ebony McGrath….Working so hard to achieve your goals in Maths.
Toby Ziebowski….Using class room anchor charts to improve his handwriting.
Hunter Moorehouse….Improving his daily independent reading stamina.
Jessica Brown….Creating a Little Miss character and following the writing process.
Frankie Brain…. Trying her best and showing her knew found time knowledge.
Archie Evans….Being a positive member of our class and eagerly sharing stories about sting rays and
camping.
Kayden Harrison….Listening when others are talking and being a resilient learner.
Lola Potocnik….Displaying our school values in all of her learning.
Savannah Woodbury….Displaying our school values in all of her learning.

PRINCIPALS AWARD……
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HEAD LICE POLICY
Rationale:
Head lice (pediculosis) are tiny insects that live on the human scalp where they feed and
breed. Between 2-3% of primary school children are infested at any one time. While they
do not carry or transmit disease, they are a cause of head itch and scratching, which may lead to infection
and swollen lymph glands; therefore, they need to be controlled. It is important to understand that anyone
can catch head lice. Head lice cannot fly, hop or jump. They spread from person to person by head to head
contact, and may also be spread by the sharing of personal items such as combs, brushes and hats.
Aims:
1.
To respond to reports of head lice quickly and effectively.
2.
To ensure effective processes for treating head lice are well known and consistently followed.
3.
To ensure that parent/guardians and guardians are well informed about head lice and their treatment.
Implementation:
1. As outlined in the school’s Uniform Policy, students with shoulder length hair must wear it tied back
when at school.
2. While it is parent/guardians who have the primary responsibility for the detection and treatment of
head lice on their children, the school will assist by offering up-to-date information, by offering a screening process, and by alerting parent/guardians of lice when detected.
3. The school principal will ensure that selected staff are available to manage this policy within the school.
4. Staff with the responsibility of managing this policy are provided with professional development regarding head lice and will be authorised toA) conduct visual checks of students heads for head lice (observations without touching of the students
head or hair) and to
B) conduct head lice inspections (physical examinations) of students head and hair for the presence of head
lice.
5. The school will ask parent/guardians to sign a permission form allowing their children to be inspected by
our specific staff members for the presence of head lice. Only children whose parent/guardians have returned the permission form (which forms part of the enrolment form) will be physically inspected, however, all students may be visually checked.
6. The parents/guardians of all children checked or inspected who show evidence of eggs or lice will be
contacted by the school.
Consistent with Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001, the principal will ensure that the parent/
guardians of any child found to have live lice are informed so that appropriate treatment is commenced as
a matter of urgency. As per the DET policy, schools must exclude infected students until the day after
treatment has commenced. Dead eggs are not grounds for exclusion, (brown ones are alive).
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/pages/headlice.aspx .The school will also
provide parent/guardians of children found to have live lice with information about head lice treatment
and prevention.
8. Upon their return to school, children undergo another inspection from specific trained staff to determine
if the treatment has been successful.
9. A follow-up phone call to parents will occur should the issue continue.
The school will ensure that information relating to the prevention and eradication of head lice is available at the school.
Evaluation:
This policy was ratified by the School Council in November 2017
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s review cycle in 2020
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