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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY 

  Newsletter  
June 11th 

 2021    

ISSUE  7 
Peanut & Cashew Free School 

Our Values: Respectful, Responsible, Safe and Kind Learners 

What has been going on over the past three weeks? Pages 1, 3, 4 & 5 
Lesley Allbutt, Principal 
 
Education Week 2021: May 23rd - May 29th 
BUILDING CONNECTIONS 

Education Week at Portarlington Primary School 2021 
We celebrated the connection between our school and our local community. 
‘Building Connections’, recognises that when our school, our families and community groups 
come together to support learning, it provides a richer and more diverse learning experience for 
students. 

Assembly 
 

Assembly kicked off our tribute to Education Week: Building Connections. JLC presented the 
acknowledgement of country at assembly. It was a very special presentation where the children 
used words and actions to pay respect to the traditional owners of our land. 
 

The Portarlington Ukulele Players  are a one of our local community groups and they kindly 
joined us to play some 
songs for our school        
assembly. Thank you to 
Robyn Genes and her band 
and thank you for your 
positive feedback. 
 
 

“Lovely to meet you, staff 
and students last Monday 
morning. Enjoyed the    
assembly. It was very 
heartening to see so many 
children being confirmed 
and appreciated for     
kindness, caring, respect, 
responsibility and good 
work” 

 

           School Calendar of Events 2021-See Page 2           

Our Learning Vision: Empowering life long learners to achieve  

success and make a difference in a rapidly changing world. 

FRIDAY 11th June: Curriculum Day: No School 
MONDAY 14th June: Queen’s Birthday: No School 



 

 

 

2021 School Calendar 
Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 

Child Safety Standards 
Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use other doors to enter 

the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to classrooms at any time without signing in at 

the office and discussing their needs with an office staff member. Thank you for your understanding. 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 

 

2021 dates 
 

(further dates will be added as they come to hand) 
TERM 2 

11 Jun  CURRICULUM DAY : NO SCHOOL 
14 Jun  QUEENS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY: NO  
   SCHOOL 
16 Jun   Bravehearts  F-2 11.30am TBC 
21 Jun  Assembly 
                               NAIDOC Week 
25 Jun  LAST DAY OF TERM  2:   
   2.30 PM FINISH 

 

TERM 3 

12 Jul   Term 3 commences  
19 July   Assembly 
2 Aug   Assembly 
13 Aug  Athletics day tbc 
23 Aug  Assembly 
27 Aug  BOOK WEEK Dress up day 
3 Sept  Sink or Swim Program Yrs 2-6 
6 sept  Assembly 
17 Sep  Footy Day 
    LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - 2.30PM  
   FINISH 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          TERM 4 
4 Oct   Term 4 Commences 
11 Oct   Assembly 
20 Oct  Geelong Cup holiday :NO SCHOOL 
25 Oct   Assembly 
27-29th  Year 3 camp-Sovereign Hill 
28th Oct  Year 2; Sleep Over 
19 Nov   White Ribbon Day– RESPECT 
29 Oct   Pink Day 
8 Nov   Assembly 
22 Nov   Assembly 
15 Dec  Final Assembly 
    Year 6 Graduation 
17  Dec  LAST DAY OF TERM 4 - 1.30PM 

     FINISH 
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Education Week Continued 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS 
 
JLC Police Visit 
The Junior Learning Community have been exploring 
their local community. For Education Week, they had a 
very interesting visit from our local police.  The children were excited to see 
how handcuffs work and they were very curious about their guns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MLC 

Arcare  
As many of you know, the MLC stu-
dents have already visited   Arcare 
and read stories to the elderly        
residents. During Education week, 
they followed up with the 1000 
Hearts– heart starter project. They 
were all involved in sewing little 
pocket hearts that are designed to 
bring comfort to any one who needs 
it. All the hearts made by our MLC children during   
Education Week will be given to the Arcare residents. 
The MLC are hoping to expand this project more 
widely into our broader community.  
 
 
SLC– Let me persuade you! 
The SLC students have been developing their                     
persuasive writing and each child has chosen a topic 
very close to their heart to write about. Topics have 
ranged from homelessness to endangered animals 
and climate change. Presentation expectations were 
very high and the best pieces of writing (as                 
determined by the children) were selected to be                               
displayed in the Woolworth’s front window to showcase the 
thoughts, opinions and presentation skills of students at                     
Portarlington Primary. What a great way to connect to our                    
community. 
 
Staff: Broadening Our Connections 
Thank you to Kahlia Chapman for organising a morning tea with all 
of our staff in honour of the Cancer Council. Staff raised $200 that 
will be donated towards research into cancer.  

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 



 

 

 

National Sorry Day and Reconcili-
ation Week 
 
Each year,  National Sorry Day is time to 
remember and acknowledge the              
mistreatment of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people who were                        
forcibly removed from their families 
and communities, which we now know 
as ‘The Stolen Generations’.  
 
Sorry Day coincides with Reconciliation 
Week. Learning about the stories and 
the history gives us all an important 
role when it comes to reconciliation. By 
developing a deeper understanding, we 
all work towards  building relationships 
and communities that value Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples,                 
histories, cultures, and futures.  
 
All of students have been involved in 
learning about National Sorry Day and their role in Reconciliation. We are all looking forward to further                   
exploring the culture of our First Peoples during the lead-up to NAIDOC Week in the last week of Term 2.   
 

Congratulations: Regional Cross Country Carnival  
 
Recently, Victoria, Levi, Jak, Alex and Archie represented 
Portarlington Primary School at Eastern Gardens in Geelong 
in cross country running. It is always a tough course with 
bends and hills. Out team were able to do their ‘personal 
bests’. We are very proud of their effort and success. Well 
done! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Clinics 
The JLC and MLC recently participated in Soccer clinics and the SLC students enjoyed learning how to do the 
different strokes in Golf.  

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 
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Education Week Continued 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS 
School Tours 
We were able to conduct several tours of our school for parents/carers so that everyone could 
gain a sense of how the learning operates on a day to day basis. 
Unfortunately, some had to be postponed because the lock-
down was announced. We hope to be able to re-schedule the 
postponed tours at a later date. 
 
Thank you everyone who was able to make it to our tours and 
we are looking to provide more opportunities for parents/
carers to be able to do this when the restrictions ease. Thank 
you also  to the parents/carers who provided us with some 
feedback of their experience. We are very grateful that you 
took the time to rite down your thoughts. 
  
Feedback 
“Loved the tour. Loved hearing about the role of reading after 
play to calm them. So many things I didn't know and I feel more 
comforted about it all. Big Thanks!”   
 
“The warmth, positivity and kindness was evident in every 
learning space. All the children were engaged, focussed and 
positive in their working and learning. Fantastic to see.” 
 
“Was great to see the art room with progressive art works. Re-
ally like how everything is unique to each child. Great tour. 
Good to see each year level in action and how it is all set up.” 
 
“Thank you for the tour. I enjoyed it so much.” 
 
“The tour was great!” 
 
“This was fantastic to see. Could you do this every year?” 
 
“Does the hall get used as a gym? Thank you for the lovely tour! “; Yes…….we use the hall for PE sessions depending on 
what is being taught. 
 
“I  want to congratulate all involved with this morning walk through the school. I really enjoyed it and came away really 
proud that my children  and nephews go to Port Primary . It was inspiring.” 
 
“Very well organised and structured learning. Has changed quite a bit from I was a student here. Great work. Thanks.” 
 
“The children were just so engaged in their learning. Lots of smiles. Lots of learning” 
 
“This should be a video tour on the school website!” 
 
And an email too…. 
 
“Positive feedback in regards to the school tours with  parents the other week. I heard a few mums saying how impressed 
they were to listen to you and  hear what’s going on in class and how the rooms are set up for the kid’s especially the behav-
ioural strategies in place. They learnt a lot and felt that you were totally honest with how the school manage particular situ-
ations & the reasoning. I think it cleared a bit of negative thinking so that’s was great to hear! “ 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 



 

 

 

Attendance 
 

It is important for all students to be at school on time, every day. During winter, there will be 
many students who experience coughs, colds and other minor illnesses. When deciding whether 
to keep your child home from school, please consider the following:  
 
A child should be at school unless;  
1. The child is too sick to leave the house.  
2. The child has an infectious disease like measles, chicken pox or mumps.  
3. The child has an injury preventing movement around school.  
4. The child is going on a family holiday that cannot be arranged during school holidays. This 

must be arranged with the principal in advance.  
5. The principal is provided with any genuine and acceptable reason preventing the child's 

attendance.  
6. A medical or dental appointment could not be made out of school hours (wherever possible, 

appointments should be made out of school hours)  
7. On your child's return, an explanation must be provided by logging in to COMPASS              

Attendance OR a note must be supplied to explain the days missed OR you can phone the 
office to explain the absence. 

8. You should also contact the school in advance if you know your child will be away. If your 
child has seen a medical practitioner (eg doctor or dentist) a certificate or appointment card 
will help explain the absence  

 
Remember  
 If students miss the basic skills 

in primary school they often  
experience learning difficulties 
later on.  

 There is a direct link between 
attendance and achievement.  

 It has been shown that poor 
patterns of attendance  at                  
Primary School can lead to poor 
patterns of attendance    
throughout the high school 
years.  

 Poor attendance makes it     
difficult for students to form 
positive friendships with their 
peers.  

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 

Absence Categories: Department of Education and Training 
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Lateness  
We have concerns that many students are arriving late for school on a fairly regular basis.                  
Unfortunately this is a situation that can have a negative effect on the education of not only those 
students who are late, but also the other students in the class.  
  
What impact does being late have on the student?  
Students who are late miss a lot of instructions and information about what is happening, not to 
mention important learning sessions. This means that they have to catch up somehow. Students 
also miss out on catching up with their friends in the playground before school. Students can feel 
unsettled, disorganized and unhappy for the rest of the day and it can take them some time to 
complete and understand the work that they have missed. It’s similar to being late to see a movie 
and not being able to understand what’s happening because you have missed out on who the 
characters are and what the plot is.  
  
How does it affect the other students in the class?  
Students who are late have an unsettling effect on the rest of the class. Because not all late                 
students arrive at once, the interruptions go on until the last student is settled. Students who are 
late often have things that need to be done prior to them joining the class and this causes even 
more disruption. Sometimes other students have to wait to get the teachers attention and                  
important issues can be forgotten.  

  
Why does student lateness cause difficulties for the teacher?  
The teacher has a certain amount of material and activities to cover each lesson. Also,                           
organizational issues are usually dealt with at the beginning of the day. Teachers can become               
increasingly frustrated when late students continually and repeatedly interrupt their planned    
routines, as they have to stop teaching to deal with the issues involved.  
  
We are all human. Cars can break down and unexpected situations can occur. We know that             
family morning routines are not always straightforward. If you are experiencing problems, speak 
to us, as we may be able to offer suggestions to help.  
 
We are happy to accept that students will be late on the odd occasion because of unforeseen              
circumstances. However, arriving late on a regular basis is not acceptable  
 
Remember  
A student who is half an hour late each day misses the equivalent of 16.6 days of learning each 
year. 
  

 
 
 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 



 

 

 

Our Learner Assets: Curious, Purposeful, Empowered, Persistent, Reflective 

Student Awards 
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Principal Awards 

Alexandra D: JLC 1 Ruby H:  JLC 1 Lucas B:  MLC 1 Seth Beaton: SLC 3 

Issac F: MLC 2 Ruby Hes: MLC 2 Maddie Sh: MLC 2  Lexi  Philips: MLC3 

Hunter Brown: JL4 Sasha Field: SLC 4 Piper  Phillips: MLC3  

    

 Teacher Awards 

  
 Zoe Zoroja: SLC4 

 
Jack Kent: SLC4  

 
Harley Beattie: JLC3 

 
Katelyn B: JLC3 

  
 Olivia D: MLC1 

  
Liam Lintzeris: MLC1 

  
Elvis Brain: MLC2 

 
Patrick Stone: MLC2 

  
Jackson Deluca:SLC3 

  
Cooper Bray: SLC3 

  
Hudson A: JLC 2 

  
Harry Kent: JLC2 

  
 Tom M-White: SLC1 

  
Jayde Butcher: SLC1 

  
Isla Scott: JLC1 

  
Ruby Heatlie: JLC1 

  
 Kayla Reilly: SLC2 

 Brandon 
Jarred:SLC2 

  
Reef Ansell: MLC3 

  
Cameron D: MLC3 

  
Chelsea Arjana:SLC3 

  
Jordan Nash:SLC3 

 
Winnie Reid: MLC2 

 
Pepper Wright:MLC2 

  
Amy Cataldo:MLC3 

  
Charlotte E:MLC3 

  
Edie Elliott:MLC1 

  
Seth Tankard:MLC1 

 
Indigo Pearce:JLC2 

 
Archie S.JLC2 

 
Xavier Payet:JLC3 

 
Milla White: JLC3 

 
Lucy Dymond:SLC1 

 
Lachie Duffield:SLC1 

 
Dustyn Brown:SLC4 

 
Jacob Yule:SLC4 

 
Luna M: JLC1 

 
Ella Randles: JLC1 

 
 

 

Miss Chapman’s Awesome Awards 

  
 Anthony Vella 

 
Mikayla Baigent 

 
Alex Brown 

 
Bella Hughes 

  
 Amy Cataldo 
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PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY … 

 
 
 
Face book is an amazing social communication tool which can be such a positive 
information and /or feedback forum.  
 
Unfortunately FB can also have a negative impact on others as it is often used as 
a ‘bullying’ forum, a ‘put someone down’ forum, a ‘complaints’ forum and a 
‘personal attack’ forum.   
 
We have had some concerned parents let us know that there are others         
complaining about the school on a FB forum.  We understand that anyone can 
say whatever they like on FB, however I would ask those parents to talk to us by 
phoning or coming to the office if they have a concern. Most of the time the           
issue will be resolved with a phone call.   
 

Please be respectful of what you write online and talk to someone 
face to face if you have a concern.  

COVIDsafe guidelines… May/June 2021 
 

 Physical distancing at all times. 
 Masks to be worn by any adults who come into the 

building. 
 Hand sanitiser is available and is to  be used. 
 Hand washing is the best way to kill the virus on your 

hands. 
 Only essential education workers allowed on-site. 
 If you have symptoms– get tested– isolate until you 

get a negative result. 
 Contact our office (52592572) if you have any queries.  



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

2021 School Supplies payment 

Foundation –  59%   (1% increase) 

Year 1–          66%   (1% increase) 

Year 2–         71%    (1% increase) 

Year 3–         65%    (1% increase) 

Year 4–         67%    (2% increase) 

Year 5-         64%    (3% increase) 

Year 6-         64%    (4% increase) 
 

Thank you to all the families who have paid for their child's school 

supplies in the last 2 weeks.  
 

Year 2 families are still in the lead!!   
Year 1 and 4 are close behind! 

% of families who have 

already paid for their 

school supplies. 

HEAD LICE 

Mid-week– Take a Peek 

 Head lice have nothing to do with 

personal hygiene or cleanliness and 

do not carry disease. 

 Head lice cannot jump or fly and 

can only crawl from head to head. 

 Lice are caught only through di-

rect head to head contact. 

 The easiest and most effective way to find head lice is to use 

the conditioner and comb treatment twice weekly. 

 

https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/wet-combing-conditioner-treating-head-lice 

 

https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/wet-combing-conditioner-treating-head-lice
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 CHILD SAFETY 

School staff play a vital role in protecting children from harm 
and are well placed to observe signs or behaviours that may in-
dicate risks of child abuse. 

School staff must act as soon as they witness an incident, re-
ceive a disclosure or form a reasonable belief that a child has, or 
is at risk of  
being abused. 

Communication to Parents 
 Portarlington Primary uses an electronic systems of online communication called 

COMPASS.  

 Our friendly office staff can help you with any issues related to COMPASS. 

 Newsletters are produced every fortnight. They can be accessed via COMPASS and 

on our school  website -www.portps.vic.edu.au 

 On our website you will also find the web link to COMPASS. 

 Social Media – for school updates and information (Facebook). Please contact the 

school if you have questions as we only use Facebook to share information and to 

celebrate events.   

 SMS messaging system– important information is sent to parents via a text messag-

ing service. Please respond to any requests sent out through the SMS service. Do 

not reply using texts as the school does not receive reply messages. 

 Student Diaries and phone calls are also used to communicate to parents. 

 Staff are also available for meetings with parents. Please phone the office to make a 

suitable time for an appointment.  

 Staff have meetings most days between 3.30 and 4.30pm and are preparing for 

student learning, attending briefings or yard duty from 8.30am.  

 Parent, Teacher, student conferences (interviews) are held in February and July. 
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Yard Supervision Every day 
Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office  
and staff room during break times.   

When are staff on yard duty? 

Between the following times: 

 8.30 and 8.50am 

 11.10 and 11.30am 

 1.40 and 2.15pm 

 3.15 and 3.30pm 

Can my child wear any jewellery? 

 Children may wear studs or sleeper 

earrings only 

 No necklaces, bracelets or rings 

Q. Why? 

 For safety reasons 

How do I find out about school 

events? 

 Look on Compass. 

 All events are on Compass 

My Compass password is not 

working! How do I fix it? 

 Contact the office and Mel or  

Lisa will reset it for you 

What is the best way to contact 

my child’s teacher? 

 Phone the school 

 Email through Compass 

 Write a note in your child’s diary 

Do you have out of school 

care? 

 Yes. Turn to page 12 of the 

newsletter for details 
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Sunsmart and Thunderstorm Asthma Season 

Important steps are taken to ensure our children are sun smart and safe at school. 

UV radiation is at its highest from mid-August to April and peaks during school hours. We have measures in place 
to manage extreme heat and provide sun and UV protection. Extreme heat or a heatwave is a period of unusual 
and uncomfortable hot weather that can negatively affect health. We monitor the heat and wind conditions and 
make changes to reduce the risks associated with extreme heat and wind.  
 
Asthma and hay fever symptoms increase every year between October and December. There is also the chance of 
an epidemic thunderstorm asthma event during grass pollen season. 
 
Increased risk of thunderstorm asthma can occur in people with: 
asthma 
a past history of asthma 

undiagnosed asthma 
hay fever, who may not have asthma 

poor control and self-management of asthma. 
Schools should practise heat health, sun protection and prepare for the potential of thunderstorm asthma. 

Important steps for our school to ensure students are sun smart and safe: 
1. Extreme heat and sun protection preparation 

We encourage and support students to develop independent sun protection skills (e.g. hats, sunscreen, clothing). 
Schedule outdoor activities in the coolest part of the day or use the hall/inside spaces and ensure there is ade-
quate shade for students and staff. 
Drink water – The children should have access to water. 
2. Thunderstorm asthma preparation 
We ensure students have an asthma action plan (developed with the treating medical team), and an allergy plan 
if required. 
Asthma medication is readily accessible. 
We avoid being outside during thunderstorms that occur between October and December, especially the wind 
gusts that come before the storm. 

We act on warnings and the forecasts for epidemic thunderstorm asthma events. 
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Reminders for 2021 
 

School Uniform: 
 Red shirt, navy pants, shorts, skirts or skorts, navy gingham dress, red jumper 
 Hair that is past shoulder length is to be tied up 
 Nail polish other than clear is not welcome 
 Bike shorts are only to be worn under a skirt or dress, not as a uniform item. 
 Leggings ( dark blue only) can be worn under shorts, dress or skirt, not worn by itself with 

a long T shirt. 
 Shoes – runners or black school shoes only 
 Hair ties – dark blue or red 
 No netball skirts please. 
 

 Hats 
 Hats must be worn outside from the 1st of September  
 until the 1st of May each year. 

 

 
Second Hand uniforms: 
We have a small supply of second hand uniforms. Mel, Lisa or Margaret  
are able to help you. All money raised from our second hand uniform  
sales is directed towards funding our sponsored child Emmanuel   
Wasilwa from Uganda which costs is $360 per year. 

 
Absences and Late Passes: 
If your child is absent from school –  
please record the absence on COMPASS as soon as possible and explain 
the absence. It is important that absences are accurately recorded on 

our data system. If you know that your child will be absent for an upcoming                                  
appointment– you can record it at anytime on COMPAAS (even the night before). 

 
If you are running late – Parents /carers must sign your child in at the office and 
have Mel or Lisa enter the attendance on the computer. The child collects an  
Arrival Pass Card and is taken to their class learning space by a member of staff.  
 

 
Conveyance & CSEF Forms 
Conveyance Allowance Application forms and Camps, Sports and  
Excursions Fund  application forms are now available at the office.   
If you believe that you are eligible please contact Lisa, or Mel at the 
office. 
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2021 TERM DATES 

 
2021 School Starting Time 

 
 
 
 

 

 

7.15am   Kelly Club-Before School Care 

8.30am Drop off Yard Supervision by a Teacher 
Breakfast Club on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 

8.50am Classes Start 
Session 1 

  

10am Session 2   

11am Eat/Play   

11.30am Session 3   

12.30pm Session 4   

1.30pm Eat/Play   

2.15pm Session 5   

3.15pm Classes End Kelly Club-After School Care opens* 
Yard Supervision by a Teacher until 3.30pm 

3.30pm   Yard Supervision ends 

6pm   Kelly Club-After School Care closes* 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY ……. 

Period Start Finish Length 

Term 1 Friday, January 29  Thursday,  April 1, 10 weeks 

School Holidays Friday, April 2  Sunday, 18 April    

Term 2 Monday, 19 April  Friday, 25 June 2020 10 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 26 June  Sunday, 11 July    

Term 3 Monday, 12 July  Friday, 17 September  10 weeks 

School Holidays Saturday, 18 September  Sunday, 3 October    

Term 4 Monday, 4 October  Friday, 17 December  11 weeks 

2018/2019 Summer School 
Holidays 

Saturday, 18 December  Friday, 28 January –
teachers start 

  

*Kelly Club- Out of School Hours Care 
All bookings, management, organisation and communication is done by the Kelly Club 
team.   The school does NOT do this.  
Please contact Laura Bowen the OSHC Coordinator on 0448 449 113 to find out how you 
can book your child into Kelly Club. 



 

 

 

2021 School Staffing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2021 School  Structure 

11 Home Groups 
 
   JLC: Foundation and Year 1 x 4 home groups  
   MLC: Year 2-3 x 3 home groups  
   SLC: Year 4-5-6  x 4 home groups  
   Specialist Staff x 4 
 

 

PORTARLINGTON PRIMARY…….. 

Principal Lesley-Ann Allbutt 

Assistant Principal Jackie Kaiser 

Learning Specialist Jasmine O’Brien 

Business Manager Lisa Gale 

Primary Welfare Manager Margaret Browne 

Technical Support Brendan Beattie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teachers- Home Group 

Ashlea Wells 

Brooke McLaren 

Cara Pattenden-Stansfield 

Dylan Dunoon 

Kahlia Chapman 

Lauren Bannam 

Lisa Waterman 

Michael Campbell 

Michelle Primmer 

Morgan-Lee Hickey 

Renee Aloi 

Sarah Evans 

Tim O’Hara 

 
 
Teachers- Specialist Program 

Kim Mikelsons (Indonesian) 

Brad Greenwood (Physical Education) 

Melissa Meaney (Visual Arts) 

Marley Miller  (Music) 

 
 
 
Education Support Staff 

Bec Pavez 

Karren Sheard 

Mary Minogue-Bolton 

Renee Walsh 

Mel Singleton 

Wendy Newton 

Teacher Coaching, Educational Con-
sultancy 

Andrea Hillbrick 

School Groundsman Neil Sheard 

Cleaning Fiona Mc Geary 


