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Bush Festival- The Dusty Swag Awards 
 
 

Congratulations to Aiden, Maddi, Emily and Lizzie for taking out the first and second prizes for 
their writing pieces about Australian History for the Dusty Swag Competition that was part of The 
Bush Festival. The children in 3-6 focussed on story writing and poetry for their writing. We had 
40 entries in from our school entered. Thank you to all the children who participated and to the 
teachers for supporting the students to create their very best writing.  The Bush Festival Team were 
overwhelmed with how positive and enthusiastic our school is. Thank you to The Bush Festival 
Committee for all the hard work in getting the festival up and going in Portarlington and also to 
the Bendigo Bank for sponsoring the awards. The Bush Festival will become part of our two year 
cycle of curriculum opportunities for our school which is a very authentic way to learn about    
Australian History. 

New Lectern for School Events 
 
 

Our school captains, Bella, Evander, 
Kya and Nathan were very proud to 
introduce our new lectern last Monday 
at assembly. It has our logo proudly 
displayed on the front and has storage 
for the school captains to have easy 
access to their materials and        
equipment throughout assembly.  
 
Thank you to Neil Sheard for putting 
the lectern together when it arrived.  
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Celebrating Student Voice during Education Week at  
Portarlington Primary School 

Our assembly during Education Week was also had a celebration. Last year the 2016 Junior 
School Council organised our annual White Ribbon day and chose to purchase some books 
for the library that focussed  RESPECT. Reading and discussing stories is a great way for     
children to think about different situations and how characters react.  
We would like to thank the children and also Ms. McLaren and Wendy Newton for             
supporting the children to organise our White Ribbon activities and to purchase the books.  
 
School Council Update –April 

Our third school council meeting for the year was held on the 18th of April. It was a brief meeting and no      
reports were tabled since the purpose of this meeting was to approve the 2016 School Annual Report and also 
to continue on with our School Policy approval purpose. We look at all current school policies every 3 years as 
part of the Department Education school review process. Any finance policies are ratified every year. Each 
month the school council addresses some of the policies so that we spread the process across the year.  
The  2016 Annual Report can be found on our website. The following policies were ratified- 
 Maintenance 
 Policy Development 
 Uniform 
 Visitors 
 Yard Supervision  
 
School Council Update –May  
The last school meeting was held on the 16th of May.  
The following topics were covered- 
 The Eating at School brochure was presented and approved. 
 Location of the new fire station– Correspondence was sent to our school from the Fire Brigade and the 

School Council would like to acknowledge the contribution to the community of the Portarlington Fire Bri-
gade. We will inform our school community that any individual support, queries or concerns regarding the 
relocation of the station can be directed to Brigade Captain Darren Nisbet (pending the confirmation of the 
date).  

 The following reports were tabled and ratified- 
1. Principal’s Report—specifically the 2017 department of Education Attitudes to School Survey for students 

in years 4, 5 and 6. This survey now includes year 4 and is completed online.  
2. Out of School Hours Care (Kelly Club) 
3. Finance– the confirmed 2017 budget was tabled and approved.  
4. Healthy Together– specifically addressing dental care for the students this month.  
5. Grounds and Buildings 
6. Market  Report 
The following policies were ratified- 
1. Breakfast Club 
2. Head lice 
3. Health and Human Relations 
4. Healthy eating 
5. Physical Activity 
6. Student Welfare and Wellbeing 
7. Sun Smart 
8. Tobacco Control 
9. Camps, Excursions and Swimming  
10. Cash Handling Policy 
11. Parent Payment Policy 

Our community can make a difference.   If we can 
teach our children, families and our  

community to behave and speak respectfully at 
school, work, in the community and at home, we 

are taking the first step in  
preventing violence in our community. 



 

 

Hand Hygiene and Avoiding Germs 
 
Families and staff are experiencing increased bouts of illness over the past few weeks. This is a 
timely reminder to discuss the importance of washing your hands after going to the toilet. Hand 
sanitisers are available in all classrooms. 
We also encourage children to cough into their elbows instead of their hands and to use tissues.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS FOR TERM 2 AND TERM 3 
 
The Uniform shop is open every Thursday alternating mornings and afternoons at 
the school for those wishing to purchase any new uniform items or school bags. 
Please come see the front office and we will be happy to direct you to the PSW staff.  
 

TERM 2 
 

June 15th 2:45pm –3:15pm 
June 29th 8:45am - 9:30am  

 
TERM 3 

 
July 20th      2:45pm - 3:15pm 
August 3rd   8:45am - 9:30am      

August 17th 2:45 –3:15pm 
August 31st  8:45am –9:30am 

September 14th 2:45pm –3:15pm 
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Portarlington Primary School 
 
Our Purpose 
Portarlington Primary School strives to maximise the 
potential of all students through high academic  
expectations and a supportive school culture.  We 
know that all children can learn and can become 
effective lifelong learners. We foster a strong    
partnership between students, staff, parents and the 
community. We provide a safe, caring and          
dynamic learning environment that supports strong 
interpersonal relationships in a climate of             
collaboration and mutual respect between students, 
staff, families and the wider community.  Our      
relentless focus on learning provides opportunities 

for the optimum progress of all students. We promote a philosophy that supports the development 
of independence, adaptability, cooperation and the creative abilities of all of children which em-
powers them to become resilient, active and harmonious members of our ever changing world. 

 
Our Vision 
Portarlington Primary School is a school community empowering respectful, healthy, independent 
lifelong learners to be global, creative thinkers who will achieve and make a difference in a rapidly 
changing world.  
 
LEARNING is a life-long process that supports us to achieve our full potential. To succeed in the 
future, our students must develop the capacity to learn and adapt, collaborate, innovate and    
problem solve.  
 
First and foremost we recognise parents and families as having the most important and enduring 
impact on the learning, health, wellbeing and safety of their child. This understanding underpins the 
value that we place on developing authentic relationships with parents as partners in our learning 
community We aim to promote high levels of engagement of parents in their child’s learning and 
development. 
 
Our school encourages a strong sense of justice and personal responsibility for each other, the 
community and the environment.  Portarlington Primary School encourages and models the values 
of mutual respect where safe, positive relationships between all members of the school community 
form the basis of our school culture. Honesty is held up as a strong moral belief for all.  There is a 
sense of fairness, kindness and compassion for others.  All members of our school community are 
expected to always do their personal best showing integrity, commitment, persistence and          
excellence in all their interactions with each other.  
 
Linked with our core business of improving the learning outcomes of our students, is our high    
expectation of self-responsibility and self-respect by every member of our school community. 
 

At Portarlington Primary School, we are all Learners and we are all         
Respectful, Responsible, Kind & Safe.  

 



 

 

 STUDENT AWARDS 
 

Archie Evans….Using lots of strategies to help his reading. 
 
Heath Davie…..Working hard to find VERBS in reading! You are a 
superstar!! 
 
West Ansell…..Always having a go during speech therapy. 
 
Ebony McGrath…..Showing persistence with her writing and creating 
a great information report. 
 
Tomi Madigan…..Always being friendly to everyone, young and old. 
 
Guyon Richards….. Working independently and including adjectives 
in his writing and achieving his personal learning goals. 
 
Tylah Noy….. Displaying our school values throughout our time at 
Cave Hill Creek. Wonderful persistence on the Giants Ladder! 
 
Aiden Moroney…..Putting in 100% all of the time at camp! 
 
Nate Watene…..Taking pride in his learning and attitude to school. 
 
Maddi McRae….Being a fantastic outdoor mentor whilst the grade 
5/6’s were on camp. 
 
Principal’s Weekly Award 
 
Bailey Brown…..Showing amazing respect and responsibility as 
anOUTDOOR MENTOR. 
 
Claire Cataldo….Showing amazing respect and responsibility as an 
OUTDOOR MENTOR. 
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Child Safety 
 

Enter at the Office only-To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not 
use other doors to enter the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly 
to classrooms at any time without signing in at the office and discussing their needs with 
an office staff member. 

Thank you for your understanding.  

 

CAMPS , SPORTS, EXCURSION FUND 
 

CSEF applications for 2017 open from term one 2017.  
 

Parents or legal guardians are required to submit a CSEF application form to 
their child's school. Please collect from school office. 

 
To be eligible you must have a Centrelink Health Care Card or be a Pensioner 

Concession Card holder. 
 

$125.00 for each child. 
 

Applications close 30th June for 2017. 
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Eggs and Egg Products are Now Permitted at Portarlington 
Primary School. 

 
For the past 7 years, we have had children enrolled who 
have suffered life threatening and severe anaphylactic  
reactions to eggs and items containing egg products. 
These children have now left our school. 
According to our current records, we do not have any 
children listed with anaphylactic reactions to eggs or egg 
products.  If any parents have children with anaphylactic 
reactions to eggs or egg products or  anything else, a 
management plan from a doctor is required (as with 
asthma or any other anaphylactic reactions to food  
products, bee stings, stone fruit, shell fish etc) and the 
school must be informed so that the appropriate  
policies, guidelines and education processes can be put 
into place. 
 
Foods containing Peanuts and Cashews are still NOT 
PERMITTED at our school because we have children 
with life threatening and severe anaphylactic           
reactions to these nuts.  
Thank you for your understanding with this matter and 
for respecting the safety of our children.  
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Car Parking –Pick Up and Drop Off 
 
It is a really exciting time for our school with our new building rising out from the ground. With increased cars 
and deliveries, car parking can become difficult. Families are reminded that for our CHILDREN'S SAFETY it is 
illegal to park next to the school crossings in Newcombe and Fisher Streets. Cars parked too close to the  
crossings reduces visibility and puts children at risk. Thank you to everyone who is helping us out to keep the 
students safe.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids Help Line-1800 55 1800 
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Enter at the Office only-  

Reminders have been sent to all parents about the use of the front office doors to en-
ter the building. To maximise safety we request that parents and visitors do not use 
other doors to enter the school. Parents and visitors are not permitted to go directly to 
classrooms at any time without signing in at the office and discussing their needs with 
an office staff member. 

Thank you for your understanding. 
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Keeping our Beautiful Children Safe in the Sun! 
Hats must be worn outside commencing the 1st of  
September  until the 1st of May each year. 

May 
 
May 30th   Division Cross Country – 

  Geelong (selected students) 
31st May-2nd Jun    SLC Camp—Cave Hill Creek 
 
JUNE 
2nd June                Jump Rope for Heart Funds to  
                                 Be returned to school. 
5th June                School Assembly 2.45pm 
8th June                 Prep Excursion Kinder Visit - 
                                 Mrs Primmer  Class 
9th June                Prep Excursion Kinder Visit - 
                                   Mrs KT Class 
9th June  Celtic Festival 
12th June  Queen’s Birthday -NO SCHOOL 
14th—16th June MLC Camp Sovereign Hill 
29th   Prep –2 RACV Street scene        

  safety program 
30th June  Last Day of Term 2—2.30pm 
 
 

July 
17th July   Curriculum Day-NO SCHOOL 
18th July  Term 3 Starts 
25th July  3 Way Conferences 
 
August 
1st August  ES Month begins 
4th August  Principal’s Day 
14th—19th Aug    Book Fair  
16th—18th Aug   Bio Lab Incursion  
22nd August Athletics– Landy Field 
25th August Book Week Parade 
29th August School Concert  TBC 
 
September 
22nd Sept  Footy Dress Up Day 
   Last day of Term 3  -  2.30pm 
October 
9th October Start of Term 4 
18th October Inter-School Soccer  
20th October Buddies Excursion 
25th October Geelong Cup—Public Holiday 
                                   -NO SCHOOL 
27th October Pink Day  
30th October Teacher’s Day 
 
November 
11th November Remembrance Day 
14th—16th  Life Ed Van 
21st November Kinder Transition 
24th November White Ribbon Day 
   Year 2 Sleep over 
28th November Volunteers Morning Tea 
   Kinder Transition 
 
December 
1st December Carols—Parks Hall   P-2 
5th December Orientation 
    Day Whole School Transition 
6th—15th Dec  Swimming 
20th December Final Assembly– 12 noon 
   Year 6 Graduation 
21st December Swimming Carnival 3 –6 
22nd December Last day of School  -  1.30pm 
 

2017 School Calendar 
Please check the calendar regularly as some events are subject to change. 



 

 

 

Emergency Management–  

We practise our emergency management plan every term. These procedures  
include on and off site evacuations and lock downs. To report any emergency please 
dial 000 

* * * * * * * * *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shut The Gates Please 
Could everyone leaving / arriving the school throughout the day please close the 

gates.  
* * * * * * * * *  

NO SMOKING 
Thank you for role modelling healthy behaviours. We have a NO SMOKING    policy.  
This includes - 

NO SMOKING on footpaths around the school or 
while you are picking up or  
dropping off children. You must go over the road. 
NO SMOKING in cars parked around our school at 
any time.  
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Talking to children about terrorism  
 
By Michael Grose (parenting educator) 
 
The recent terrorist attacks in London following on from the recent events in Manchester, 
where children and young people were among the victims, has spread shockwaves across the 
globe. With media coverage reaching saturation levels it’s difficult to shield children from 
these events. The task for parents is to reassure children, while to trying to explain events that 
for most of us are inexplicable. 
While most parents quite naturally don’t want to discuss terrorism with children, it’s not a 
topic that you should avoid, particularly if your children ask pertinent questions.  
Here are some ideas that will help: 
 
 
1. Discuss age-appropriately 
 
The Australian Psychological Society recommends, “It’s best to shield pre-schoolers completely from fright-
ening or traumatic world events.” This means protecting young children from media coverage and being 
mindful of adult conversations around young children. However even young children overhear conversations 
and know is happening, so be prepared to discuss events in ways that they understand. 
Primary school-aged children have more exposure through the media and the schoolyard. However children 
can easily misinterpret events so be prepared to clarify misconceptions and open the way for conversations. 
Older children are usually very aware of media coverage, and have an understanding of the ramifications both 
personally and politically. Opening the way for more in-depth conversations as well as processing any feel-
ings that arise is important for this age group. 
 
 
2. Manage yourself first 
 
Children of all ages take their cues about unusual events from their parents. Events such as terrorism may 
leave you feeling unsettled and outraged but you need to think carefully about the emotions you communicate 
to children. First and foremost they need to feel safe, so it’s best to keep extreme emotions in check in front of 
children. Share how you feel with your children but make sure you are in control of your emotions. Air strong 
feelings of anger or disgust with trusted adults if you need to vent or explore your own reactions. 
 
 
3. Find out what they know 
 
Children often confuse time and place so they can easily think that an event that occurred on the other side 
world will directly impact on them. Young children, in particular, usually personalise situations. They may, 
for example, think that an older relative is in danger because he or she is a regular concert-goer. 
 
 
4. Keep conversations simple 
 
Let children steer the conversation with their questions and worries. Answer children’s questions matter-of-
factly and simply, while bringing issues down to their level if necessary by talking about why people get into 
fights, and pinpointing appropriate and inappropriate reactions. With older children and teens you may be to 
hold discussions around politics and religion but do so without stereotyping, or providing narrow analyses of 
events. 
 



 

 

 

 
Talking to children about terrorism  

 
By Michael Grose (parenting educator) 

 

5. Listen to their worries 
 
Encourage your children to talk about their feelings as well as their thoughts about the events. If possi-
ble, help them give their feelings a name. Assist them to understand that it’s normal to feel scared, sad 
and angry when events like these occur. Some children may want to spend more time around you, which 
is a natural reaction when distressing events occur that are outside their control.  

 

6. Monitor media exposure 
 
Limit children’s exposure to television as constant viewing of images of tragedy and terror can reinforce 
that the world is a dangerous place. Be mindful that constant repetition can de-sensitise some children 
impacting on their ability to feel empathy. If news is being seen, join children and young people to 
watch those media stories of terrorism so you can provide adult perspective and clarity to what they are 
seeing. 
 
 
7. Help kids feel empowered 
 
Keep reminding children and young people that their world is basically a safe place. Focus on simple 
ways that young children stay safe such as wearing a seatbelt, using a helmet while riding a bike and 
strapping on safety gear when they skateboard. Older children may want to fundraise for a charity organ-
isation so they learn that they can make a positive difference. You may also hold discussions with teen-
agers about current safety measures such as airport security and possible increases in security at future 
entertainment and sporting events. 
 
 
8. Remind kids that people are good 
 
Perhaps the most insidious aspect about terrorism for those that are not directly affected by it is that it 
can lead to mistrust of others and a cynicism toward different religious or political  
groups. It’s easy to lose sight of the basic goodness in all of us. It may be useful then to highlight stories 
of heroism and goodness that come out of terrorism attacks. With young children, make a list of all the 
people such as medics, police and fire personnel that keep us safe. With older children share stories of 
heroism, community and the help that always comes after distressing events. 
Conversations about disastrous events such as terrorism provide opportunities for parents to help chil-
dren manage difficult emotions; and help them make sense of complex events while broadening their 
understanding of the world. 
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Reminder-Student Supervision 
 

Staff supervise the school yard between 8.40—9am, 11-11.30am, 1.40-2.15pm and  
3.15-3.30pm.  
Children arriving at school before 8.40am must be booked into the  
before school care program  Kelly Club as no supervision is provided before this time.  
 

Yard Supervision 
 

Please discuss this with your child. Our school yard is always supervised. Staff wear  
fluorescent vests for easy identification. Staff members may also be found in the office and 
staff room during break times.  Passive play operates (with a teacher), at lunch time in the 
 library. 

Walk to School Wednesday 
Great to see so many active travellers  
already! Leave your car at one of the 
markers—front of ARCARE (Wiffen Park, 
or two in Newcombe St) and walk, ride, 
scoot or skate with the children from 
there.  
 

Nude Food Lunch Boxes 

Bring lunch and snacks that are  

not dressed in any packaging  

 and food that is wearing less  

sugar, salt and fat.  

 
Washing Roster  
First Aid Room 
16TH JUNE Karen Button 

23RD JUNE Jo Pepyat 
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Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Portarlington Primary School  is excited to 
be participating.  
 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read 
a set number of books by 8 September 2017. 
 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your 
child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the attached form and return it to your school. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
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